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February 22, “God of our Questions”                                                                                          
Youth- Led Worship Service                                                                                                       

The youth of our church will plan and lead this worship service. They will sing three anthems in both Karen 
and English and four of our youth will present the sermon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                             
                                                 2009 Lenten Worship Series                                                                                   
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� � � “ In the world you will have suffering.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”                                          
          John 16:33                                                                                                                  
   “We must form our estimate of others less from their achievements and failures,                                       
          and more from their sufferings.”  - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 25, 2009, 6:30 p.m.                                                                                      
Join us in the Narthex for a Simple meal of soup and bread                                                       
We will then process into the sanctuary for an imposition of ashes and holy communion as 
we begin our 2009 Lenten Journey. The service will conclude by 7:30 pm and choir                       
rehearsal will begin.               
                                                  

March 1, The First Sunday of Lent, 10:30 a.m.                                                                                                                   
“On Human Suffering” ,  Stephen Jones, preaching; text: Matthew 26:14-15, 27:3-10                                 
Suffering is all around us.  We each suffer.  There is no way to escape this reality, even though we try.  
There is no such thing as a “suffering-free” faith.  One evidence of the suffering of Judas is his willingness to 
betray the one he served as disciple. Suffering is one of life’s great teachers.                                                                   
-  Receiving the America for Christ Offering, Communion                                                                                      
-  We will commission the New Orleans work team at the close of worship. 
 

March 8, The Second Sunday of Lent, 10:30 a.m.                                                                                                         
“Suffering Alone” Kara Reagan,  preaching; Text: Mark 14:32-43                                                                   
Even in families that grieve, each person suffers alone.  Suffering draws us inward, requiring that we reach 
within for resources, for faith, for answers, for comfort.  Jesus wanted to avoid suffering in Gethsemane but 
learned, as we all must, that this is impossible.                                                                                                     
-  Daylight savings change (move your clocks forward one hour) 

Sunday Evening Lenten Study Group 
Soup, Bread and Dialogue , 5:00 p.m.                          
Community room, 5 sessions                                 
March 1, 8, 22, 29 and April 5                                                                                                                   
We will be discussing a book, Gospeled Lives, Encounters with Jesus.               
The book is available for purchase @ $13, but you can participate in the group without reading the book. 
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 Shown at Second Baptist Church Fellowship Hall                   
   Projected on a wide screen 

               Sunday, March 1, 2009, 1:00 p.m.                           
                 Congregational Dinner: Noon        

                Hoagie Sandwich                                    
Please bring a covered dish( salad or dessert) to s hare                                                      

Film Showing: 1:00 pm.                                                  
Cost: $5.00 for sandwich & movie. 

           Please make reservations on next Sunday’ s Green       
Sheet for the lunch 

The film is being shown as a send- off to our New Orleans Delegation                                                             
And a way of keeping in prayer and solidarity with them                                                                      

and the people of New Orleans          

 

 

                      

A new documentary on New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina has yet to be shown in St. Louis in                    
theaters but has already won the Grand Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival, the best                     
documentary at the Gotham Film Awards, the Grand Jury Award at the Full Frame Documentary Film 
Festival.  It is a transformative story about a remarkable young couple who survived Hurricane Katrina 
and then seize a chance for a new beginning.  In the words of Executive Producer, Danny Glover, 
“Trouble the Water has the capacity to bring us together to re-imagine our goals, our visions, and our              
missions in life.”  Richard Corliss of Time Magazine called it “an endlessly moving,  artlessly magnificent 
tribute to people the government didn’t think worth saving.”  And Manohla Dargis of the New York Times 
called it “one of the best American documentaries in recent memory.” 
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Eleven members of our church will be going on a work/mission trip to New                                                             
Orleans as partners of Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church near the downtown                                                     
that was under seven feet of water during Hurricane Katrina. This historic                                                               
congregation, founded in 1922, has completely rehabilitated their sanctuary and                                                                  
fellowship hall. However, there is a large area at the front of their sanctuary where                                                   
a baptistery once stood that requires rehabilitation. We will install a baptistery, install a new floor,                                                
rehab six classrooms, build a new unisex restroom and create a new choir room. There is also some                         
landscaping work outside.  Those going are: Karen Fields, Mildred Shelton, Lynn and Ed Wakefield, Bill 
and Carol Curson, Jan and Stephen Jones, Tim and Diana Pryer, Cindy Collins.  We will drive down on 
Monday, March 2 and return on Monday, March 9.  We will worship with them on Sunday, March 8.  Along 
with contributions from both the American Baptist Women and Men of SBC, members of our church have 
contributed over $6,500, almost fully underwriting the expenses of purchasing the building materials and 
supplies.  We give thanks for this overwhelming faithfulness, raised within a period of three weeks! 

Bill Curson is the construction manager for this project and he has recruited a plumber and                      
hopefully a carpenter who will also drive down as volunteers and assist with the construction.  
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Nearly 100 people attended the February St. Louis Jazz and Blues Vespers featuring The Willie Akins Quartet.                 

The next vespers will be held on Sunday, March 15 featuring Ptah Williams and a jazz vocalist. 
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Building Exterior 

Interior of remodeled Sanctuary 

Looking down through an 
“open” floor 

Bill Curson & Pastor Landrum Rev. Jermaine & Rev. Lois Dejean, 
the church’s pastors  

Looking up where Baptistery 
will be installed 
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Dexter & 
Janinea                     
monitoring the 
sound system 
from the                   
balcony 

Judy, Jan & Diana pause for a moment after 
helping set up the refreshment table 
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Listen to Audio sermons at our Second Baptist Church Website: 
www.2ndbc.org   Go to the “Worship” title at the top and click on 
“Sermons” and you will have opportunity to listen to recent sermons 
or read current or past recent sermons.   
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 It takes 11,000 members of clergy taking a stand to get the attention of the media 
and of the public.  That’s how many of us signed a clergy letter that affirms a healthy rela-
tionship between science and faith and between evolution and Christianity.  To me, it seems 
rather straight-forward.  The evidence that creation is not static but changing, not standing 
still but still evolving, is all around us.  I believe God created the universe and that the poetic stories of 
creation found in the first several chapters of Genesis provide a profound allegory of how creation came to 
be.  The two stories are not intended to be historical but rather lift up the truth of how creation is authored 
by God and held in God’s hand.  The two stories are true even though they aren’t a scientific explanation.  
If it were either history or science, we couldn’t tolerate that the two early stories in Genesis aren’t the 
same. 
 

 Creationism is an attempt to read science back into scripture, something that would have befuddled 
the ancient Jews. Creationism as a science diminishes the poetic language of scripture by reducing it to     
descriptive, pedantic language.  My belief in evolution doesn’t diminish my belief in God.  Indeed, I find it 
much more exciting to talk of God’s on-going work in an ever-changing, evolving creation rather than a                  
one-time seven-day event confined to thousands of years ago.  As I’ve said several times from our pulpit, 
you can’t remove God from creation.  God’s creative hand is all over our lives and throughout creation.  
And if creation is evolving, then God is also evolving, as we walk with God into each new day. 
 

 Huston Smith, one of the most brilliant thinkers of our day, (Why Religion Matters) differentiates                
between scientism and science.  He claims that scientism adds to science two questionable corollaries: 
first, that the scientific method is, if not the only reliable method of getting at truth, then at least the most 
reliable method; and second that the things science deals with—material entities—are the most fund               
amental things that exist. Smith affirms science but dismisses scientism.  Oliver Wendell Holmes said, 
“Science gives us major answers to minor questions while religion gives us minor (based on trust) answers 
to major questions.”  Both have their place and can helpfully complement the other. 
 

 2009 marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin and the 150th anniversary of the 
publication of his seminal work, On the Origin of Species in 1859.  This provides a rich opportunity to                     
demonstrate how much science and religion have to offer one another.   
 

 I applaud Darwin’s genius and insight even as I applaud today’s scientists, researchers and                   
teachers who are discovering more and more about the universe, about our bodies and health, and about 
vast new frontiers standing before us.  I also applaud theologians and philosophers and faith-seekers who 
approach truth from a different position in offering us insight into final things, ultimate truths, profound                  
values, and existential meanings.      

          - Stephen Jones 
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������In late November of ’08 I toured three Middle Eastern countries with my 
brother’s (Mark) wife, Kalley.  We traveled with a professional tour group 
which I prefer for safety and educational reasons. Many of you have asked 
me to write about what we saw during the trip, so I will gladly summarize 
some of our experiences.  

Our first stop was ISRAEL. We went directly from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem 
where we visited the Western Wall (wailing wall,) and left our prayers.  We saw the Dome of the Rock built on 
the cliff where Abraham planned to sacrifice Isaac, walked through the Mount of Olives, followed the route 
where Jesus carried his cross, and visited “The Garden” where many believe Christ’s body was placed in the 
tomb.  

    Our Nazareth tour took us to Bethlehem where we visited the Church of the Nativity and Shepherds Fields, 
among other places.  Next we motored north along the Sea of Galilee and traveled to the Mount of Beatitudes, 
Capernaum, Tabgha, Tiberias and past the place where Jesus fed the 5,000.  Later, we drove to Masada in 
Southern Israel (where an entire community chose to die rather than be captured by the Romans), and we 
floated in the salty Dead Sea. We also saw many of the Dead Sea scrolls (in both Israel and Jordan.) 

   Our next stop was EGYPT.  We were there at an exciting time –Ramadan, the Muslim’s holiest holiday, and 
the time of the Hajj, their pilgrimage to Mecca.  These events meant complications such as heavy airline traffic 
when we flew, but it also meant seeing “whirling dervishes” being performed outside mosques during the               
celebrations as well as being able to mix and visit with many Egyptians, young and old, who were on the streets 
during the holidays. 

     Within a short distance of Cairo were the Pyramids of Giza and the Sphinx where we learned the pyramids 
were built by workers, and not slaves – as commonly thought.  We took a train to Alexandria, located on the 
Mediterranean Sea, and visited the new high-tech Alexandria Library constructed to replace the ancient one of 
Euclid and Eratosthenes which was destroyed by fire. 

     Next we flew to Luxor and boarded our ship on the Nile – out of which we took many day and night trips.       
Visiting the Valley of the Kings & Queens reinforced how advanced the Ancient Egyptians were. Hieroglyphs 
and art in the tombs provided beauty as well as information about the royalty who were buried there.  Greco-
Roman ruins were everywhere throughout Egypt: the temples of Dendera, Karnack, Horus and so many others.  
We kept wondering how the buildings were constructed.  How were those gigantic stones moved?  Where, in 
fact, did the stones even come from? 

     A special trip for me was a sunrise hot air balloon trip over pyramids and the Nile valley.  We lifted gently 
from our resting place until we looked down over the terrain.  While in the air, we could hear the mosque horns 
(loudspeakers) calling for prayer – which they did five times a day.  At times it was noisy from hills tunneling the 
sounds; at other times, it was as quiet as glass. 

    We visited the Aswan Dam and we sailed on felucca boats around Lake Nassar.  On our final day in Egypt 
we flew to Abu Simbel to see the two temples that were moved from their original locations so they that would 
not be flooded by Lake Nasser.  I came away wondering which was greater -- Ramses II constructing those 
awe-inspiring temples, or was it moving them in 1960 (and constructing a mountain in which to place them?)  

     Our last stop was JORDAN where we explored Jerash, a Greco-Roman city that is considered to be the 
world’s best-preserved and most complete antiquity. We visited Mt. Nebo where many believe Moses was             
buried, and as we looked across the Jordan Valley from there, we could spot where Moses’ brother, Aaron,  
was buried.  Then we went to Petra which I can describe only as astonishing.  Carved into red sandstone cliffs, 
there were canyons, caves, and tombs which once housed thousands of people. Our last day was spent at 
Wadi Rum, a national park under the auspices of the Bedouins.  We were driven into the desert in old,                   
canopied four-wheel drive trucks where we climbed on cliffs, examined ancient hieroglyphs, experienced how 
the desert sand is always in motion, and had spiced tea inside a Bedouin tent.    

     We were gone a month, and there were so many other places we visited and experiences that we had.  
Rather than quenching my desire for traveling, I’m afraid this trip has inspired me to take more.  Anyone                          
interested in going along?  



�

�

Page 9 

�-#/�"�����$�$�6*"����"�2����7�-�5�
Choir Rehearsals for the Faure’s Requiem, to be presented                        

on Good Friday, April 10. 

 We need singers – from within and beyond the congregation  

– Four Saturday Rehearsals: March 14,                     
March 21, March 28 and April 4 from                                  

   9 am –  noon, sanctuary. 
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Dear Friends, 

We are called by God to life of Holistic stewardship -  to fully serve, sacrifice, and surrender to 
the One who has given our life new and eternal meaning. And yet that relationship becomes 
profoundly multifaceted in it’s real-world application as we live for Christ in order to make a  
difference in our communities and respond to many needs “with willing hands.” 

You can help make a difference! Service in Christ’s name is both an opportunity and a                    
challenge. For 176 years National Ministries, ABCUSA has assisted American Baptist                      
congregations as they have confronted and responded to the spiritual and physical needs                 
resident in many communities like ours. 

Our church’s contribution to the America for Christ Offering goes to support Christ - Centered 
ministries that are transforming lives across the United States and Puerto Rico. Our giving                
directly impacts local activities, projects and ministries such as: 

· Evangelism and Church Planting                                                                                     

· Camps and leadership Development Conferences 

· Community Development and Refugee Resettlement 

· Scholarships for education and Volunteers in Mission 

I Believe God is calling us to support local missions in America and Puerto Rico and 
to join with our sisters and brothers as together we serve, sacrifice, and surrender. 
Our goal is to contribute over $1,625, surpassing last year’s offering in the month of 
March. Please join this wonderful opportunity to reach America for Christ.                        
Envelopes are enclosed in this issue of The New Outlook and will be available in 
the church pews throughout the month of March.  

For the love of Christ urges us on…                                                                         
 Rick Rardin, Missions Leader       
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Bring a dessert to share at 6:30 pm.                     
$3.00 admission, goes for the youth                  

Green Lake Trip. 
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Area Five Annual Meeting of American Baptists of Missouri and Metro St. Louis: Saturday, 
March 14, First Baptist Church of Edwardsville…  We hope for a strong delegation of our 
members to participate.  Our pastor will be leading one of the workshops.  Theme:                            
Cultivating Leaders for the Harvest.  There is nursery care and a children’s program for 
grades 1-6.   It begins at 9:30 am with registration and concludes with worship ending at    
3:00 p.m.  Registration materials are in the church office. 
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The 2009 American Baptist Biennial                
meetings will be held in Pasadena, CA 
June 26-28 on the theme, “I am Sending 
you,” John 20:21.  If you would like to be a 
voting delegate representing SBC, please 
speak with Stephen Jones. 
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Last year, Stephen and Jan Jones represented 
SBC at a Covenant Meeting of Baptists in                 
Atlanta, an attempt to bring together moderate 
and progressive Baptists of all denominations, 
spearheaded by Jimmy Carter.  There is a                     
Midwest gathering of Baptists called Baptist 
Border Crossing to be held in Kansas City April 
2-4 featuring Jimmy Carter, Tony Campolo, and 
the president of the Baptist World Alliance.  If                        
interested in representing SBC at this gathering, 
speak with Steve or Jan. 
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The book to be                               
discussed  is                       
Unaccustomed Earth by 

Jhumpa Lahiri. She is regarded as one 
of the best American writers of                        
contemporary fiction and won the 2000 
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction  for her book of 
short stories. She writes about Bengali 
immigrants and the role the  second 
generation plays in serving as a brisge 
between Old World ways of the parents 
and the new  American ones. 
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NEXT: February 23, 7:00 p.m. 

In the Community Room on the second and 
fourth Monday evenings of each month.  
Open to anyone on a drop-in basis.  Quiet 
Meditation, Prayers, Concerns, Celebrations, 
Holy Communion��
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The hallway in the Sunday School area has 
two new bulletin boards. Please check 
weekly for new information.  

 

The sign up sheet for 
greeters and coffee                
fellowship is there and 
can be filled out on the 
board or on the green 
sheet.  
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Second Baptist Church                            
9030 Clayton Road                                 
St. Louis, MO 63117 
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Saturday, Feb. 21                                
4:00 – 6:30 p.m. 

Tea, Wine and Cheese Outing at               
a nearby restaurant  

Free babysitting will be provided by 
“friends of young adults” at the church                       

during this time 

Second Baptist Church 
9030 Clayton Road 
St. Louis, MO 63117 
Telephone & Fax (314) 991-3424 
E-mail: office@2ndbc.org 
Website: www.2ndbc.org 

Staff 
Dr. Stephen Jones, Pastor 
Kara Reagan, Pastoral Intern 
Marilyn Short, Music Director 
Brad Short, Choir Director 
Debbie Albu, Secretary              
Mu Mu & Kaythy Lwin, custodians 
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