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Second Baptist Church                            
9030 Clayton Road                                 
St. Louis, MO 63117 
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This Saturday Night 
St. Louis Jazz and Blues Vespers   

feature the highly regarded, Ptah Williams Trio wit h Marsha                  
Evans, jazz vocalist on Sunday, March 15 at 6:00 p. m. in the          
Sanctuary of the Beatitudes of Second Baptist Churc h of St. 
Louis.   

 The acoustically excellent sanctuary is located 1/3 mile west of the        
St. Louis Galleria on Clayton Road at McKnight Road. This venue is                   
offered to the best jazz and blues groups in the city to perform 100              
minutes of popular music. The Vespers, held on the third Sunday of 

each month, are free to the public. No tickets needed. 

Ptah Williams has been voted five times the best jazz musician by readers of the St. Louis Riverfront 
Times and has performed throughout Europe and the United States. Ptah has been called the Winton 
Macellous of the keyboards with a style reminiscent of Charlie Bird and Thelonius Monk. He performs 
weekly at Riddles Pentultimate in U-City.  Long considered one of St. Louis’ Ladies of Jazz, Marsha 
Evans performs at BB’s Jazz Blues and Soups and was a featured performer at the St. Louis Mardi 
Gras in 2008.  She sang on the “Headliners Stage” of the 2006 and 2008 Big Muddy Blues Festival.  
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                   “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO SUFFER” 
                                       “In the world you will have suffering.  But take heart!                                                 
               I have overcome the world.” 

      John 16:33 

“We must form our estimate of others less from their achievements and failures,                                       
and more from their sufferings.”  - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

March 15, The Third Sunday of Lent 

 “The Suffering of God”                                                                                   
 Stephen Jones, preaching; text: Amos 2:11-13; Jeremiah 9:2-17 

 What an incredible idea: God suffers!  Yet if God loves us, and watches our selfish actions, does not 
God suffer when we fail to listen and heed?  God loves us so much as to be willing to enter into the suffering 
of the world. 

 

March 22, the Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 “The Suffering Community”                                                                          
 Stephen Jones, preaching; Text: Mark 14:32-43 

 The “other lesson” from the Garden of Gethsemane is not only that Jesus suffered alone, but that he 
also invited his closest friends into his suffering.  The church is called to be this suffering community, “to 
weep with those who weep, and rejoice with those who rejoice.”  If God suffers, so is the church called to 
suffer on behalf of the world. 

 

 

 
 

It isn’t too early to begin planning for our Holy Week Services: 

Sunday, April 5, Palm Sunday, 10:30 am 

Maundy Thursday Agape Meal and Service of Darkness, April 9, 6:00 pm 

Good Friday Concert and Service, April 10, 7:30 pm 

Easter Sunrise Service, April 12, 7:30 am 

Church Family Easter Breakfast, April 12 8:30 am 

Easter Resurrection Service, 10:30 am  
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For some years, Jim Shepardson has served as head usher on Sunday mornings. This        
involves “tapping a few people on the shoulder” to receive the morning offering, counting the                        
people in the sanctuary, and lighting the chancel candles.  When there are special needs in 
the service, we often turn to the head usher.  Jim is also our financial secretary and this 
means that he has special responsibilities on Sundays with the funds.  He has found that the 
two tasks often conflict.  So, we are going to recruit four people to serve as Head Usher for 
one Sunday a month.  When they need to be away, they can call one of the other four head 
ushers to replace them. In this way, we have more people tuned in to the responsibilities and 
ready to share the responsibility. If you are interested, please speak with the pastor, with Rick 
Hoyt, or sign up on Sunday’s Green Sheet. 
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Choir Rehearsals for the Faure’s Requiem, to be presented                        
on Good Friday, April 10. 

 We need singers – from within and beyond the congregation  

– Four Saturday Rehearsals: March 14,                     
March 21, March 28 and April 4 from                                  

   9 am –  noon, sanctuary. 
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    I am so proud of each volunteer from Second Baptist Church.  It isn’t easy moving around all week 
with a large group of people but we did so with respect, compassion, flexibility and with a shared vision 
of what we had come to accomplish.  We laughed, we prayed, we discussed, and in the evenings we        
enjoyed the cuisine of New Orleans.  And we returned home with new friends within our congregation 
and new friends at Ebenezer. As always, by the end of the week, it was impossible to tell who were the 
givers and receivers.  We were all blessed.                                     – Stephen Jones 

 

Second Baptist Church 
9030 Clayton Road 
St. Louis, MO 63117 
Telephone & Fax (314) 991-3424 
E-mail: office@2ndbc.org 
Website: www.2ndbc.org 

Staff 
Dr. Stephen Jones, Pastor 
Kara Reagan, Pastoral Intern 
Marilyn Short, Music Director 
Brad Short, Choir Director 
Debbie Albu, Secretary               
Kaythy Lwin, custodians 
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Our hearts go out to the members of First     
Baptist Church of Marysville because of the 
recent violence inflicted upon them resulting in 
the death of their pastor last Sunday. It appears to be a tragic 
and senseless act of random violence without                    
provocation or cause.  Many members of their                   
congregation thought that a dramatic skit was being                    
performed.  We will never perform a skit or a dramatic                   
performance in worship that portrays violence against               
another person without this being clearly noted in the                      
bulletin.  We cannot allow one random and isolated act of  
violence to cause us to be fearful of strangers nor                          
needlessly fearful of coming together.  But we must also be 
diligent in protecting everyone who comes to our church for 
security, safety and worship. 
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Potluck Dessert (bring a dish to share) at 
6:30.  $3 for adults, raising funds for 
youth to go to Green Lake. Talent Show 
begins at 7:00 p.m. In Fellowship Hall. 



�

�

       Page 4 

����	'(�	���'�� 	

�������)	���������
�"*	 	
The Second Baptist Twelve – sounds like the original              
disciples, doesn’t it?  We certainly were a discipling                           
community as the twelve of us made our way to New                   
Orleans with a specific mission: to begin the final stage 
of rehabilitation of Ebenezer Baptist Church which had been                         
consumed by seven feet of swirling water in the aftermath of                     
Hurricane Katrina three years ago. 

The Ebenezer leaders kept telling us, “We didn’t think anyone 
would respond and help us.  It’s been so long since Katrina.” The front of their church lacked a baptistery 
and all the rooms in front of the sanctuary were cleaned from the flood but still in a state of disrepair. 

    Why couldn’t the people of Ebenezer accomplish this themselves?  Are we helping people who could just 
as easily help themselves? It is hard to imagine the toll taken by Hurricane Katrina. These people are still 
shell-shocked from the loss. It has left a mark on everyone. These people were the “left behind.”  They had 
no way out of the city. The pastor waded through high waters to a downtown hotel and when the waters 
swept into the hotel all “guests” were ordered to leave. He made his way to the Superdome and you likely 
know the rest of the story. We heard so many stories of families separated on buses to unknown              
destinations. The pastor went to Houston and lived there until he could return. 

    But it isn’t just the shell-shock. Particularly in the African American community, the middle class families 
have been the slowest to return to New Orleans because they are employable in new communities across 
America. One Ebenezer family lives here in St. Louis. Pastors of two churches in New Orleans told me that 
they have lost their deacons, their tithing families, and now they are rebuilding with young people and with 
those in need of training and empowerment. It is a long journey. 

    Certainly one of the highlights of our week was worshipping with the Ebenezer Church on Sunday                 
morning.  They are demonstrative in their worship and we found it to be very inspiring and compelling. They 
were so appreciative. Loud praises were sung and shouted on behalf of our mission group, our                       
supportive congregation, and all that had been accomplished during that week. They have a new baptistry 
and likely will put it to use in the very near future.   

    We found the people of Ebenezer to be very loving, very eager to work alongside us, very  organized in 
providing us a delicious and creative daily lunch, and passionate about their church and its mission.  I                 
couldn’t count all the women on their pastoral team as ministers and associate pastors. They are strong 
women with strong faith and hope. 

    The project that stood before us was complicated and required technical skills.  We give thanks for Bill 
Curson who served as our construction manager. Bill hasn’t fully recovered from his recent hospitalization, 
but he was there, every day, offering us guidance. Bill and Carol were able to recruit a father-son plumbing 
team and also connect with a father-son carpenter team. Expenses went a bit over budget but we are so  
appreciative of the congregation giving $6500 to this mission. 

          Continued on next page 
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Listen to Audio sermons at our Second Baptist Church Website: 
www.2ndbc.org   Go to the “Worship” title at the top and click on 
“Sermons” and you will have opportunity to listen to recent sermons or 
read current or past recent sermons.   
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Area Five Annual Meeting of American Baptists of Missouri and Metro St. Louis: this Saturday, 
March 14, First Baptist Church of Edwardsville…  We hope for a strong delegation of our          
members to participate. Our pastor will be leading one of the workshops.  Theme: Cultivating            
Leaders for the Harvest. There is nursery care and a children’s program for grades 1-6.  It begins at 
9:30 am with registration and concludes with worship ending at 3:00 p.m. Registration materials are 
in the church office. Those representing us to date are: Fran Adams, Jan Jones, Fred Adams and 
Stephen Jones. We’d welcome more! 
 

The 2009 American Baptist Biennial meetings will be held in Pasadena, CA June 26-28 on the 
theme, “I am Sending you,” John 20:21.  If you would like to be a voting delegate representing 
SBC, please speak with Stephen Jones. 
 

Last year, Stephen and Jan Jones represented SBC at a Covenant Meeting of Baptists in                
Atlanta, an attempt to bring together moderate and progressive Baptists of all denominations, 
spearheaded by Jimmy Carter.  There is a Midwest gathering of Baptists called Baptist Border 
Crossing to be held in Kansas City April 2-4 featuring Jimmy Carter, Tony Campolo, and the                  
president of the Baptist World Alliance.  If interested in representing SBC at this gathering, speak 
with Steve or Jan. 
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Church Council 
meeting: Tuesday, 
March 17, 6:30 pm 
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NEXT: Monday, March 23, 7:00 p.m. 

In the Community Room on the 
second and fourth Monday                       
evenings of each month.  Open to 
anyone on a drop-in basis. Quiet 
Meditation, Prayers, Concerns, 
Celebrations, Holy Communion.�


