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The choir has been working very hard during extra-long weekly rehearsals for the past 
two months in order to prepare the music for our annual "Lessons and Carols" service. 
It will be held this year during our regular morning worship time on the fourth Sunday of 
Advent, December 21.   

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is based on a service drawn up by E.W.                
Benson, Archbishop of Canterbury, for Christmas Eve in 1880. The story of the fall of 
man, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is told in nine short Bible  
readings, interspersed with the singing of Christmas carols and hymns.   

It has since been adapted and used by other 
churches all over the world. The most famous  
version is broadcast annually from King's College, 
Cambridge on Christmas Eve.  

Our service will follow a similar format to that  
used by King's College, however with only seven  
Lessons and Carols. In addition to the Second 
Baptist Choir, we will feature Mary and Nathan 
Winter playing the handbells on “The Midnight 
Clear” and Bill Gurley singing the solo part in  
“Gesu Bambino.”  

We are really looking forward to a glorious morning of  worship and music. 
Marilyn Short 

The service will also include a brief homily, “Moving through Dislocation,” by Stephen Jones, centering on 
the journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, which was a forced dislocation. In order to find sacred 
ground, we often must face dislocation from our comfortable and protected places.                                          
Texts: Luke 1:39; 2:1-5. 
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Join us this Sunday after church for an informal afternoon of Christmas caroling at 4 - 5 of 
our confined members’ homes. We’ll have lunch in Fellowship Hall before we go, so bring 
a sandwich. Soup will be provided. If anyone wants to bring a plate of cookies as a gift to 
leave behind, that would be wonderful!   
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Invite your friends, family members and neighbors to join us. Our Second Baptist choir 
will sing, and Stephen Jones will speak on “Birthing Movements.” The children will place 
the baby Jesus in the manger, and we will close the evening by lighting the Christ Candle 
and then light our individual candles throughout the sanctuary. 
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December 28, The First Sunday of Christmas:  
“The Movement of Pilgrimage”  
Matthew 2:1-12                                                                                                                                            
The pilgrimage of the Wise Sages convinces us that pilgrimage is a metaphor for the 
spiritual search. 

January 4, Epiphany Sunday: “Taking Flight” 
Matthew 2:7-15                                                                                                                                             
Joseph and Mary and Jesus flee into Egypt for safety and remind us of the importance 
of choosing the times we will stand up for what we believe and the times when we seek 
safety.                                                                                                                                       
Communion Sunday and the Ritual of Cleansing 
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The Next Christendom: The Changing Face of Global C hristianity  

Stephen Jones will teach a four-week series based on two books by Philip Jenkins that detail how the 
center of gravity of Christianity has shifted from a Eurocentric faith to a faith of the southern hemisphere. 
By far the greatest growth is an indigenous explosion of Christianity that has found its home in native  
cultures, particularly in Africa, Asia and Latin America. These churches are no longer outposts of  
mission-sending churches in the West, but are increasingly forging a new pattern of belief in Christ that 
many in the West may find challenging or even disturbing. The class will meet in Fellowship Hall January 
4, 11, 18, and 25.  

Topics will include: 
The Expanding Church of the Global South                                                                                                  
The Myth of Western Christianity                                                                                                                  
From Mission Churches to Independent Churches                                                                                      
What do the ‘New Christians’ believe?                                                                                                            
How Southern Christians read the Bible                                                                                                         
How does the global church come together? 

All church school classes meet at 9:15 a.m. Other adult offerings are:  

· Karen Bible Class, taught by Pastor Carey San in the Karen language. Meets in the library.�

· Bible Study Class, led by Bill Gurley, is studying the gospel of Mark. Meets in the Community Room.�

· The Karen Young Adult Class is learning English through Bible study and faith exploration. Taught by 
Jan Jones and Jane Mahan in the classroom behind the chancel.�

 Note: There will be NO church school on December 21  or December 28. 
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The Karen New Year is based on the lunar calendar, and it will be celebrated on  
Saturday, December 27. Our Karen members are preparing a meal and worship  
service on that day at Second Baptist Church. If any of our members would like to  
assist with transportation, let the church office know. We will likely need to transport 
many of the Karen from the city to our church. 
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Second Baptist Church received the 2008 “Best of St. Louis Award in the Places of 
Worship Category” from the U.S. Local Business Association for “exceptional marketing 
success.” This Washington, D.C. group promotes public relations, marketing and  
advertising. At the Church Council meeting where we learned of this award, we  
explored a list of what we have accomplished in 2008 that might have made us worthy 
of such an award: 

· We have an exceptional newsletter, The New Outlook.    �
· We have an exciting website, now with audio sermons.  �
· We have a new website for St. Louis Jazz and Blues Vespers, and many media outlets are 
      publicizing this monthly series.   �
· The new outdoor lighting on our building and the new lane poles and banners give the church 
      a much higher visibility from the street. �
· We have better signage inside and outside our facility.  �
· We ran two sets of newspaper ads, “We Were Given the Boot” in 2008, both in the Post-Dispatch  
      and in seven of the suburban newspapers.   �
· We have 900 addresses of our neighbors and we have sent them two postcards.    �
· We have an extensive media distribution list and we use it regularly to send out press releases.       �
· We’ve used the “Sharing the Word” column in the Saturday paper and we’ll have a third column 
      in January.  �
· We developed a new logo, a new by-line and new stationery.�
Maybe we did deserve that award! 

�

         December 22 

Join Stephen Jones and others in the  
Community Room on the second and fourth 
Monday evenings of each month at 7:00 
p.m. Shalom Circle is open to anyone on a 
drop-in basis. It offers a small group setting 
to explore individual concerns and  
celebrations, to receive holy communion and 
to participate in healing prayers. 

Second’s book group will 
meet on Monday, January 
12, at 2:00 p.m. in the             
Community Room to                           
discuss The Color Purple, 
by Alice Walker. 
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On Sunday evening, December 7, we had a great Joan Buschmann meal, sang                  
“Happy Birthday” to Steve, and then Linda Marks, assisted by Will and Caroline Adams, 
hosted an episode of “The Price is Right.” Contestants included Ed Wakefield, Judy Gurley, 
and Tim Keeney. With lots of help from the audience, they all did great at guessing the prices. 
Tim  
Zemanek entertained us with his singing and playing the guitar.  

Then came the play “Live from Bethlehem,” written and directed by Linda Marks. With Will           
Adams videotaping the newscast for the television audience, newsman Tom Brokawmeister  
(Ryan Keeney) reported live from Bethlehem that there were unconfirmed reports that a 
mighty king had arrived in the city. He interviewed Elizabeth, a Bethlehem resident (Linden 
Faulkner), who told him that she was there when an angel told Mary that she would have a 
baby with God as the father. Tom thought that was a bit farfetched, but Elizabeth reminded 
him that with God, nothing is impossible.  

A commercial break followed in which the announcer (Kate Justis) recommended a visit to 
Second Baptist Church for anyone who is overwhelmed by the holiday hustle and bustle. 

Newswoman Barbara Wawa (Jennifer Comfort) tried to interview Molly (Katharine Eicher), 
about the rumor of a king in town, but she was too busy to talk, since she was looking for a 
room for a couple who needed one. The woman was expecting a baby, and Molly’s father, an 
innkeeper, had put them in the stable out back. Molly told Ms. Wawa to follow the star and she 
would come to the stable. The two newscasters headed on over.  

They encountered 3 hip-talking teenagers (Meadow Faulkner, Rebecca Nall, and Courtney 
Nall) who told them there was a baby who was a king in the stable’s manger. Tom didn’t          
believe that could be true, since there was no throne or royal robe, but the girls assured him 
that angels had told them it was so.  

Three wise men (Andrew Keeney, Tennesee San, and Henry San) came with gifts. They had 
been following the star for many miles to find the new king. Emily (Caroline Adams) brought a 
gift, too. 

Newscaster Barbara Wawa finally understood that when she looked at the baby with only her 
eyes, he didn’t look like a king, but when she looked with her heart, she could see that he was 
truly the King of Kings who was born in this lowly place so that all of creation could come and 
worship him. 

After the play, we sang some carols until Santa showed up! He was a jolly old guy, and all the 
kids lined up to sit on his lap and tell him their wishes. He didn’t make any promises, but he 
seemed pretty encouraging that they might get what they asked for.  

All in all, it was a great evening! Thanks, kids, Linda Marks, and Judy Comfort for making it all 
happen.  
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I love nearly everything about Christmas. Long ago, I made my peace with the  
cultural aspects of Christmas. I love singing Jingle Bells, I’m Dreaming of a White 
Christmas, and I wish you a Merry Christmas as much as I love singing the beloved 
Christmas Carols. If the cultural aspects of Christmas overwhelm my spiritual  
pilgrimage during advent and Christmas, it’s no one’s fault but my own. I allowed it to happen. I failed 
to maintain balance. I allowed the tinsel to overwhelm the stable. 

I love decorating for Christmas. I love sending and receiving Christmas cards. I love putting up our 
Christmas tree. I love opening our house at Christmas time to you! I love sharing Christmas Day with 
family. I love to cook special things at Christmas. I love telling stories at Christmas. I love listening to 
our Christmas CDs. I love the generosity of this season. 

I understand that Christmas makes some people blue. We may all have a “picture-perfect” image of 
how Christmas should be, and when it falls short, as it inevitably will, we experience disillusionment. 
I’ve experienced that as well. We each probably need to let go of the perfect Christmas and  
celebrate the real one in front of us! 

I also understand that there will be special people missing at Christmas. 
Just a few days ago, it looked like we might not see our young adult  
children until well after Christmas. The thought of at least one of them com-
ing home truly lifted my spirits! But I also think about my dad and my 
mother-in-law, two very special people who are no longer with us. But, in 
fact, they are “with us” because I carry them in my heart and in my memory 
and I re-live many fond Christmas memories shared with them. I can close 
my eyes and sense their spiritual presence. It isn’t so much that they are 
absent as they are “present” in a different way. And I often miss them at 
Christmas, but I also feel their special presence. 

I understand that for people who are alone at Christmas there can be a 
heightened sense of isolation. But individual time allows for a spiritual in-tune-ness with the real 
meaning of Christmas that others miss who never seem to have a moment alone. There is some-
thing to the contemplative side of Christmas. 

One of my favorite times of worship is on Christmas Eve. In fact, to be honest, I especially love the 
Christmas Eve Midnight Service! Oh, my, does that tradition speak to me! I also understand why we 
need an earlier service and fully support our 5:00 p.m. service for older people and children and 
those who have other Christmas Eve plans. I’ll probably meet my need for a late service this year by                         
worshipping with another congregation. And some day when we grow to this point, don’t be  
surprised when I suggest that we add an 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service. But, for now, I’ll be  
patient. 

Most of all, I wish each of you a very blessed Christmas. I hope the movements found within the  
nativity stories have come alive for you this year. And I hope that in some way you once again  
encounter the Messiah, God’s gift to you and to me and to the waiting world. Christmas is a special 
time of the year.  
– Stephen Jones    
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Second Baptist Church                            
9030 Clayton Road                                 
St. Louis, MO 63117 

����������	
�	���
�����
���������

 WEEKLY ACTIVITIES                                   
Sun     8:45 a.m. Adult choir practice                                               
Sun     9:15 a.m. Church school for all ages 
Sun  10:30 a.m.    Worship in the Sanctuary                                                        
Tue  10:00 a.m. 1st and 3rd, ABW Ministries 
Tue    6:30 p.m. Adult Children of Alcoholics                                        
Wed     6: 30p.m. Choir practice 
 

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES   

Dec 20    Open House at Joneses’, 3-6 p.m. 
Dec 21      Lessons & Carols during worship,  
    NO church school            
    Christmas family gifts, wrapped and  
    returned to church  
                 Lunch and caroling after worship                           
Dec 22    Shalom Circle, 7:00 p.m. 
Dec 24      Christmas Eve Candle Lighting             
    Service, 5 p.m.                       
    Office closed                                                                     
Dec 25    Merry Christmas!  Office closed.   
Dec 27    Karen New Year Celebration                                   
Dec 28    NO church school                                                             
Jan  01    Office closed 

Second Baptist Church 
9030 Clayton Road 
St. Louis, MO 63117 
Telephone & Fax (314) 991-3424 
E-mail: office@2ndbc.org 
Website: www.2ndbc.org 

Staff 
Dr. Stephen Jones, Pastor 
Kara Reagan, Pastoral Intern 
Marilyn Short, Music Director 
Brad Short, Choir Director 
Nathan Winter, Sound Technician 
Paula Rardin, Moderator 
Dar Novak, Vice Moderator 
Debbie Albu, Secretary, Layout 
Mary Shepardson, Outlook Editor 
Jim Shepardson, Photographer 

The Karen enjoyed getting together and meeting with Duane Binkley, 
an American Baptist missionary to Burma on November 21 


