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Second Bapitist is the place to be on Sunday, December 7, at 5:00 in ;; - /},%
Fellowship Hall. After a festive dinner, we'll tune in to TV Channel SBC2 for a Ww? "l
special news broadcast “Live from Bethlehem.” You'll recognize some of the ’

characters, but others will surprise you! Performed by the children of Second =

Baptist. Written and directed by Linda Marks. After the play, we’ll sing some Childrens
carols while we wait for that jolly visitor from the North Pole to stop in. Program

The cost for the dinner is $8 for adults and $4 for children, with a $25
maximum per family. Please call the church office if you haven’t signed up to attend.
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Stephen and Janice Jones again invite you to their home for a Christmas Open
House on Saturday, December 20. Drop in anytime from 3:00 — 6:00 p.m. They
live at 1611 South 11™ Street, one block from the intersection of Tucker
Boulevard and Lafayette Street. There is plenty of on-street and rear lot parking.
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Second’s adult choir will present a “Lessons and Carols” service for our

morning worship on the fourth Sunday of Advent, December 21. “The Festival

of Nine Lessons and Carols” is a traditional format of Christian worship to

’ celebrate the birth of Jesus. It was originally drawn up for Christmas Eve,

1880, in Truro, England. The most famous version is broadcast annually from

LESsoON S King's College, Cambridge, on Christmas Eve featuring carols by the famous

& CARQLS choir. It is estimated that each year there are millions of listeners worldwide.

Highlights will include Mary and Nathan Winter accompanying the choir on handbells on “The
Midnight Clear” and Bill Gurley singing the solo on “Gesu Bambino.” Steve Jones will give a
brief homily centered on the journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. We are really looking
forward to a wonderful morning of worship and music.

Marilyn Short
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The service begins at 5:00. Steve Jones will speak on “Birthing Movements.” Our
choir will sing. We will close the evening by lighting the Christ Candle and then
light our individual candles throughout the sanctuary.
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Consider the movement in the Christmas story: angels appearing and disappearing, Mary fleeing to
Elizabeth and returning, Joseph and Mary on a pilgrimage to Bethlehem, shepherds and wise sages on a
journey, Joseph and Mary escaping to Egypt, and then returning to Nazareth. And there is movement
throughout Advent as we approach Christmas. Our stationary, fixed lives can be transformed by the
spiritual movement of this sacred story and holy season.

() £ , !
Luke 1:26-38 How do we handle disruption of our best-laid plans? When Mary was interrupted by the
disruptive message from the angel, she and Joseph had to let go of their plans and trust that God’'s way
was better.

Communion Sunday

The Communion offering will go to our church’s Emergency Fund to help families and individuals in
transition and crisis.
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As soon as Mary learned of her pregnancy, she fled to her relative Elizabeth in order to regain her
perspective as an expectant mother.
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We have purple, pink and white candles and gold candle wreaths in which you can
light the candles of Advent in your home leading up to Christmas. This year the script
for advent candle-lighting will be printed each week in the Sunday worship bulletin,
and you can repeat that in your home. The entire advent wreath kit is available at a
reduced price of $5.00
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The DVD series “Religion and Science: Pathways to Truth” meets in Fellowship Hall. The topic
December 7 is “Creation Care.” The series concludes December 14 with Dr. Alister McGrath,
Professor of Historical Theology at Oxford University, responding to atheist Richard Dawkins’ best-
selling book The God Delusion.

Karen Bible Class, taught by Pastor Carey San in the Karen language. Meets in the library.
Bible Study Class, led by Bill Gurley, is studying the gospel of Mark. Meets in the Community Room.

The Karen Young Adult Class is learning English through Bible study and faith exploration. Taught by
Jan Jones and Jane Mahan in the classroom behind the chancel.

** Note: There will be no church school on December 21 or 28.
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Northside Team Ministries has assigned Second Baptist the family of
Angela Hill for Christmas giving. Angela is the mother of seven children,
four boys and three girls, with another boy due December 1.

If you can help, choose an ornament from the Christmas tree in the narthex.
Each one lists the name of a family member and a gift he or she would like.

Please sign the sheet on the table to let Outreach Ministry know what you're
buying, and bring your wrapped gift, labeled with the recipient’s name, by

December 21. Please and thank you.

Carolyn Humphries, Outreach Co-Chair

John Johnson is in the intensive care
unit of Missouri Baptist Hospital after
experiencing heart problems. John
continues to struggle with poor
circulation and swelling in his ankles
and feet.

Thanks to Joan Jensen for
coordinating the decorating of the
church and to Brooke and Pat
Justis for coordinating the potluck
dinner for our Hanging of the
Greens this year.

Thank you to everyone for your cards and prayers
during my illness.
Rita McCaffrey

Mirian San is knitting winter caps to raise funds for
the orphanage in the refugee camp along the
Thai-Burmese border. They are on sale each

Sunday morning.

Second’s book group will meet on
Monday, December 8, at 2:00
p.m. in the Community Room to
discuss Three Cups of Tea, by
Greg Mortenson.

2 3

We now have added audio

sermons to our Second Baptist Church
Website: www.2ndbc.org. Go to the “Worship”
title at the top and click on “Sermons,” and you
will have an opportunity to listen to or read
recent sermons. We have had our printed
sermons on the website over the past year,
but the audio sermons were just added last
week. If you missed a sermon or would like to
hear it again, go to our website! Invite others
to read and listen on our website.

Also, St. Louis Jazz and Blues Vespers has its
own website:
www.stlouisjazzandbluesvespers.com. On this
website you can see, hear and read about our
upcoming performers.
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We begin with dessert, go to

a second home for the main

course, and end with

appetizers on Saturday,

December 13, at 5:00 p.m.

for all 5™ through 12™
graders. We will also Christmas Carol for
several confined members of our church. The
van will pick up those who need transportation
beginning at 4:20 pm.




% 9% * 5 Page 4

Photos by
Pat Justis
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It is amazing that Wall Street seems to operate as much on emotional outlook as
anything else. The headlines have been screaming: “Fears Send Wall Street
Sliding.” From what | can tell, there isn't a lot of science in Wall Street. Hardly
anyone can predict whether stocks will go up or down with much accuracy. It's
based more on a feeling-reaction to economic and political news.

Many experts are saying that because Americans fear and expect a recession that we will more than
likely bring on a full-swing recession. Attitudes, perspectives and feelings have a lot to do with it,
more than we might imagine.

That's not to say that there isn’t a lot of bad news in the economy. But there is also some good
news, which you have surely noticed on your last visit to the gas pump. Exports and productivity
have been high. And some people are getting car and house loans.

If fear, emotion, and confidence can cause our credit and loan industry and stock investments to go
up and down, think of the impact of our emotional well-being on our families, our workplaces and our
lives. If we expect the worst, we often get it. That’s the truth.

With a change in presidents, there seems to be an emergence of hope.
. . This president will be more eager to intervene and more eager to craft the
God is still at Work ging of regulations on the credit, loan and investments industries that have
in our world! And been lacking. His ties to Africa, Asia and Indonesia make him immediately

] more exciting to the global community that seems eager to welcome him to
God still has a  the world stage.

message of Good gyt even a new president cannot turn an economy around. Much of this is
News in the mood of the American consumer, the mood of investors, the mood of
' those who can turn on and off our engines of economic growth.

Surely, we are in a transition time. The old economy simply won't work in
an environment of global markets, global warming, and threats to our security. We simply cannot
keep going as we are. | worry about an economy in which manufacturing is nearly missing: we have
exported so many jobs done by people who work best with their hands. Could we be only a service
and information economy? | doubt that that is sustainable.

If moods, emotions and outlooks can have such an economic impact, then our own moods and
emotions must be checked. If we personally become discouraged, then we likely bring on more bad
news. If we place our faith and confidence is something more substantive, something deeper, then
we may be saddened that people are losing jobs and houses, but we are not defeated.

God is still at work in our world! And God still has a message of Good News. God still has a
message of new birth, the re-birth of hope, through the nativity of a tiny child, bearing a message of
peace and joy and light.

Let us not lose sight of that in this advent season.
— Stephen Jones
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9030 Clayton Road
St. Louis, MO 63117

E WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

+Sun
< Sun

¢ Tue

8:45 a.m. Adult Choir practice

9:15 a.m. Church school for all ages ¥
«Sun 10:30 a.m. -
s Tue 10:00 a.m.

ESPECIAL ACTIVITIES

SDec?
+Dec 8

«Dec9

S Dec 13
*Dec 14
:Dec 20
«Dec21

+Dec 25

Annual Children’s Christmas Play emd&Dhp.m.

Book Group, 2:00 p.m.

Shalom Circle, 7:00 p.m., Community Room

Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Youth Regressive Dinner, 5:00 p.m.

Annual Budget Meeting and Potlucki@anner,

Steve & Jan Jones’ Open House, 3:p0r-6:00

Lessons & Carols during worship, N€cbbotc
Christmas family gifts, wrapped and retahuechto
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Candle Lighting spmrice, 5

Office closed
Merry Christmas! Office closed.

«Dec 28 NO church school

1st and 3rd, ABW Ministri
6:30 p.m. Adult Children of Alc L Ha
sWed 6:30p.m. Choir

Second Baptist Church

9030 Clayton Road

St. Louis, MO 63117

Telephone & Fax (314) 991-3424
E-mail: office@2ndbc.org
Website: www.2ndbc.org

Staff

Dr. Stephen Jones, Pastor

Kara Reagan, Pastoral Intern
Marilyn Short, Music Director
Brad Short, Choir Director
Nathan Winter, Sound Technician
Paula Rardin, Moderator

Dar Novak, Vice Moderator
Debbie Albu, Secretary, Layout
Mary Shepardson, Outlook Editor
Jim Shepardson, Photographer




