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Kick off the holiday season with your Second Baptist friends at a progressive  
dinner on Saturday, November 15, at 5:00. We will meet at the Apples’,  
912 Kylemore Drive, Ballwin, for appetizers, and then split up into three groups for 
the main course. Hosts will be Lynn and Ed Wakefield, Linda and Larry Marks, and 
Karen Fields. Then back to Ballwin for dessert at the Gurleys’. The cost is $15. 

Call Linda Marks today if you’d like to go. Once you get to the Apples’, directions will be provided to the 
other homes.     
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An Intergenerational Evening                                                                                     
Sunday, November 30, 5:30 – 7:45 p.m. 

After a potluck dinner in Fellowship Hall, everybody, young and old, will help decorate 
the sanctuary and narthex for Christmas. When we’re done, we will gather in the  
sanctuary for a relaxed, informal time of Christmas stories, carols, and a dedication of 
our 2008 Advent candles and wreath. Advent wreaths for home devotional use will be 

                            available. Please bring a dish to share for the potluck. 
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Second Baptist is the place to be on Sunday, December 7, at 5:00 in Fellowship Hall. You’ll 
have a great meal and be treated to a performance by actors who never disappoint—the 
children of Second Baptist Church. Don’t miss it—even Santa will be there! �
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Stephen and Jan Jones invite you to a Christmas Open House on Saturday, December 20, 
from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. From Steve and Jan: “We look forward to sharing the joy of the  
Christmas season with you in our home.” 
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Second’s choir will present traditional Lessons and Carols during the worship service on 
Sunday, December 21. 
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Wednesday, December 24, at 5:00 p.m. 
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The next St. Louis Jazz and Blues 
Vespers is Sunday evening, Novem-
ber 16, at 6:00 p.m., featuring Two 
Times True, with Carolbeth and 
David True. Carolbeth True has 
been a mainstay of the St. Louis 
jazz scene for some time. Now she 
has teamed with her son, the gifted 
drummer David True. Their music is 

full of the joy, passion, and fire that typifies the best 
jazz of our time. 

In 2004 Carolbeth was named “Musician of the 
Year” by St. Louis Magazine, and she was the 
2007 recipient of the St. Louis Arts Award for  
Excellence in the Arts, presented by the Arts and 
Education Council of St. Louis. She is a long-time 
member of the Webster University music faculty. 

During the inspirational interlude between the 
band’s two acts, Dr. Stephen Jones will offer a 
brief, non-sectarian message, and a free-will  
offering will be taken to benefit the musicians.  
Refreshments will be served in the narthex after 
the vespers.   

Check out the jazz vespers’ new website at 
www.stlouisjazzandbluesvespers.com. Help us 
spread the word about this wonderful opportunity to 
hear some of the best jazz in St. Louis! 

 

Friday, November 14, the 
youth group will meet at 
church at 6:30 p.m. for   
dinner, group time, games, 
and an overnight at the 
church. Bring a sleeping bag 
and pillow. On Saturday 

morning, we’ll have breakfast at church and then 
go to Northside Team Ministry to work until noon 
on remodeling an apartment for low-income resi-
dents. We’ll be back at the church by 12:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, November 15. We will use the van to 
transport those who need rides. 
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The Karen in our congregation are invited to 
meet with Duane Binkley, an American  
Baptist missionary to Burma on Friday,  
November 21, at 6:30 p.m. Anyone who 
would like to join them is welcome. RSVP to 
the church office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

All the women of the church are invited to a 
baby shower for Mirian San on Sunday,                     
November 23, at noon in the Community 
Room. Mirian is registered at Target. RSVP 
to Jo Koehler at 961-2141. 

 
Take a break from your 
diet for the Youth Bake 
Sale on Sunday,  
November 23, after 
church. The youth will be                          
raising funds for their  
annual  trip to Green Lake 

Conference Center in Wisconsin. 
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We’ll eat together and vote on next year’s 
budget. Meat will be provided. Please bring 
a side dish or dessert. 
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Upcoming Worship Services  

Sunday, November 16   
We continue our 175th anniversary celebration as we welcome back former pastor Rev. Jerry Keeney. 
His topic is “A Six Word Sermon,” based on Mark 1:1. A reception for Jerry and Nancy Keeney will be 
held in the narthex after worship. 

Sunday, November 23  Thanksgiving Sunday 
Please bring canned and nonperishable food for area food pantries with you into worship.  We will have a 
Procession of Gifts to fill the chancel steps with our gifts of gratitude. Dr. Stephen Jones will preach on 
“Thanks without Cause,” based on Luke 22:14-20. 
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On November 16, Dr. Roger Beachy, President and Principal Investigator of the Donald Danforth Plant 
Sciences Center and a former member of Second Baptist Church, will join us for “Creation and                   
Evolution,” one of the sessions of our DVD series Religion and Science: Pathways to Truth. He will                            
respond to the DVD and answer questions.  

On November 23, the topic will be “The God of Hope and the End of the World,” hosted (via DVD) by 
physicist and theologian Dr. John Polkinghorne. On November 30, Dr. Jay Jensen, surgeon, will lead the 
session ”Genetic Science and the Frontiers of Ethics.” This series of classes meets in Fellowship Hall 
through December 14. Note: Dr. Beachy will be unable to join us on November 23, as we announced in 
the last issue. 

Other adult classes are: 

· Karen Bible Class, taught by Pastor Carey San in the Karen language. Meets in the library. 

· Bible Study Class, led by Bill Gurley, is studying the gospel of Mark. Meets in the Community Room. 

· The Karen Young Adult Class is learning English through Bible study and faith exploration. Taught by 
      Jan Jones and Jane Mahan in the classroom behind the chancel. 

All church school classes meet from 9:15 – 10:15 Sunday mornings. 
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On Sunday, November 16th, Rebecca Kousky, director of NEST, will be visiting Second                   
Baptist and hosting a Trunk Show immediately following the service. NEST 
(www.buildanest.org) is a nonprofit organization that is dedicated to changing the lives of 
women in developing countries by providing microfinance loans to begin entrepreneurial                     
art-based businesses. The women repay their loans in crafts that are marketed and sold here 
in the United States. Funds are also raised by selling artistic products from up and coming 
domestic designers who donate a portion of the proceeds. Rebecca is a 26-year-old 2006 
Washington University School of Social Work graduate who started this nonprofit and                  

on-line boutique right after graduation. She will have some of the products for sale in the 
foyer after the service and will be available to talk to you more about her                                 
organization. Please come shop these products - and empower a woman - today!  

For more information, contact Brooke Justis  bhjustis@accessus.net or  
314-664-2417. 
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I was invited to represent Second Baptist Church at the first Conference for 
Baptist Leaders from Burma that was held October 21-22 in Dallas at the 
Chin Baptist Church. This was a gathering of 63 American Baptist-related 
leaders from the Karen, Chin, Kachin and other tribal groups. I learned that 
there is a lot of similarity between what the American Baptists believe and 
the beliefs of our own Karen Baptist Convention. This is understandable, 
since the KBC was founded by American Baptists long ago. I learned about 
how pastors serve the American Baptists and about our two mission               
agencies, National Ministries and International Ministries. I met a number of 

pastors from our refugee camp along the Thai border whom I knew before. This was especially 
rewarding.     

There already are plans for a 2009 pastors’ meeting. We realize that we are all on similar 
paths, and it is very helpful to share together. Following our two-day meeting, in which all the 
presentations were translated into Karen, there was a two-day meeting of the Asian American 
Baptist Conference. This was a little more challenging because it included leaders from around 
the USA who represented many Asian nations, and the common language was now English. 
Five of our Karen pastors stayed for the Asian conference.   

I actually met two leaders who were my students in high school in the refugee camp who 
graduated and went on to the Karen Baptist Bible School and College, where I also graduated. 
I had a wonderful reunion with one classmate of mine at the KBBSC, whose name is Gentle 
Crown. Several women attended, including one who was a leader of the Karen Baptist 
Women’s Organization in the refugee camp. In our refugee camp, there were seven different 
Karen churches that represented our different areas of origin within Burma. 

I am grateful to the American Baptists for the scholarship that covered my flight, hotel                        
accommodations, and registration costs. It was my first time flying within the USA since our 
arrival, and I was pleased that it all went so smoothly. I was identified as being from Second 
Baptist Church of St. Louis, and I was proud to represent our church. It was good to get to 
know the American Baptist Churches and some of their national leaders. 

         -- Carey San 

�Second’s book 
group will meet on 
Monday, December 
8, at 2:00 p.m. in 
the Community 
Room to discuss 
Three Cups of Tea, 
by Greg Morenson.  

Second Baptist Church 
9030 Clayton Road 
St. Louis, MO 63117 
Telephone & Fax (314) 991-3424 
E-mail: office@2ndbc.org 
Website: www.2ndbc.org 

Staff 
Dr. Stephen Jones, Pastor 
Kara Reagan, Pastoral Intern 
Marilyn Short, Music Director 
Brad Short, Choir Director 
Nathan Winter, Sound Technician 
Paula Rardin, Moderator 
Dar Novak, Vice Moderator 
Debbie Albu, Secretary, Layout 
Mary Shepardson, Outlook Editor 
Jim Shepardson, Photographer 
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Second Baptist made its debut as 
an official polling place on  
November 4, as voters cast their 
ballots for president in our  
Community Room. The next  
election to be held at Second will 
be February 5, and there will be 
four more after that in 2009.  



�

�

���������	
���� �

0����4��&
�����	�����3���	���	�&���	���

On November 3, I preached about the Roman Centurion from Luke 7:1-10. I admitted 
that it was a story in the Bible that I didn’t like and had never used as a sermon text. 
But I have begun to take a second look at this centurion. What I found off-putting, that 
he was bragging about his ability to issue ultimatums to his soldiers or servants, is 
perhaps a one-sided view of him. Let me elaborate. 

1. The centurion was what is called a God-Fearer, meaning a Gentile who had not converted to fully                      
becoming a Jew, but did sympathize and even practice the Jewish faith. There were a number of 
Gentile God-Fearers around the Mediterranean world. To convert would have meant to “become 
Jewish” and turn from one’s own ethnicity, a dramatic transition and certainly a challenge for a                            
centurion. But the local Jewish leaders said of him, “He is worthy of having you do this for him, for he 
loves our people and it is he who built our synagogue for us.” 

2. It is possible that this centurion served King Herod rather than the Romans. We know that he was a                    
military officer in charge of 100 soldiers guarding Capernaum, a minor trade center and toll station 
where several roads crossed in Galilee. 

3. We know the centurion had more wealth than others in Capernaum, and he was a generous  
benefactor. He used his resources to single-handedly build a house of worship and instruction for the 
Jews. The synagogue was used to educate the young boys of the town as well as serve as a  
gathering place for worship.   

4. The centurion was a humble man. The local Jewish leaders said of him, “He is worthy.” When Jesus                  
approached his house, the centurion said of himself, “I am not worthy to have you come under my 
roof.” He said that he didn’t “presume to come to Jesus,” rather, he sent his Jewish friends. There is 
also a suggestion of his spiritual need. Perhaps the centurion was on a path of faith that might                       
eventually lead to his own full conversion. He recognized in his Jewish neighbors a wholeness to 
their faith that was lacking in his own.   

5. Acts 10 speaks of the conversion of the centurion named Cornelius. Do the  two stories speak of the 
same person, taking the next step of faith? 

6. The text says that the centurion “valued highly” his servant. Since servants were felt to be inferior, 
this was an unusually merciful request by the centurion. The Greek literally says (as does the King 
James version) that the servant was “dear to the centurion,” suggesting a deep and mutual affection.   

7. The centurion is an example of a first-century interfaith leader. The local Jews said of him, “He loves 
our people.” Isn’t that a strong way of speaking of a Roman soldier? He is not only generous with the 
Jews of Capernaum, but he loves them. He must have expressed this in a hundred different ways, 
consistently communicating his affection and solidarity with them. 

8. The Pharisees (the local Capernaum leaders) regarded the home of a Gentile as unclean, and a Jew 
would have been defiled by entering such a home. The centurion assumed that Jesus would have 
entered his home out of mercy since he was headed toward the home when he was stopped. The 
centurion didn’t want Jesus to stir a controversy and therefore asked Jesus to heal his servant from 
outside his house.  

9. It perhaps is little wonder that Jesus said of him, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in                   
Israel.” Jesus commends the centurion to us as a model of faith, an unsung hero.         
          - Stephen Jones 
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Second Baptist Church                            
9030 Clayton Road                                 
St. Louis, MO 63117 
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What a treat we had last Sunday, as six men from 
Zambia sang for us in the worship service and at 
the dinner downstairs!  

Linda Novak (left) receiving the Hand of                 
Fellowship as she joins Second Baptist. 
Also pictured: Linda’s sponsor, Melissa 
Bancks, Moderator Paula Rardin, and 
Pastor Stephen Jones   


