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Eighty people attended our first jazz and blues vespers on
Sunday, October 19. We had a number of persons from the
wider community, a diverse audience, and at least four
families from our immediate neighborhood. Mary Dyson was
a delight to hear in our Sanctuary of the Beatitudes and
received a standing ovation at the end of the evening.
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== | the reception, welcoming the guests outside and |nS|de,
setting up the sound system and chancel. Lynn Wakefield
was our M.C. for this first vespers, and Brad and Marilyn

this versatile group to our church. We nearly reached full |
financial support of the evening. See the back page for information about our next Jazz and
Blues Vespers event.
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Sunday, November 2: “Be the One!”
Text: Luke 7:1-10
Dr. Jones preaching

Jesus challenges us to turn the Gospel into an imperative:
“Be the one!” We are called to be the one to share the love of
God in the world. In a time of gloom, we are called to be the
ones to share the light of hope.

Communion Sunday. The communion offering in November
will go to the church’s Emergency Fund, which the pastor
uses to help individuals and families in need in our
congregation and in the community.

We will extend the Hand of Fellowship to Linda Novak.

Daylight Savings Time ends on this Sunday, so be sure to
move your clocks back one hour.

Sunday, November 9: Commitment Sunday
Sermon: “Nothing Is Impossible!”
Text: Matthew 17:20b-21
Dr. Jones preaching

Nothing is impossible when God moves among and through a faithful people!

In worship, we welcome the Zambian A Cappella Choir, seven men from Zambia who will sing
several songs in the worship service. We will close worship as we process forward with our 2009
pledges and commitments.

Celebration Dinner in Fellowship Hall, Noon

We urge everyone to come downstairs after worship for the Celebration
Dinner, which will be free as a way of expressing our thanks for the collective
generosity of our congregation. At dinner, the Zambian A Cappella Choir will
sing for 30 minutes, and we will take a free-will offering for them. These men
experienced human trafficking that unfortunately left them stranded in the
U.S.A under false pretenses. They have re-formed their choir based in St.
Louis. At the close of this dinner, our financial secretary will share the results
of our pledge total for 2009. It will conclude a festive Sunday you will not
want to miss!

! "H#HS %
When: Sunday, November 2, 2008
Time: 5:00 —7:00 p.m.
Where:Judy and Bill Gurley’s
52 Meadowbrook Country Club Estates, Ballwin
North side of Clayton Road, just east of Kehrs Mill
Why: To visit and plan activities
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Friday, November
14, the youth group
will meet at church
at 6:30 p.m. for
dinner, group time,
games, and an
overnight at the
church. Bring a
sleeping bag and pillow. On Saturday
morning, we’ll have breakfast at church and
then go to Northside Team Ministry to work
until noon on remodeling an apartment for
low-income residents. We’'ll be back at the
church by 12:30 p.m. on Saturday. We will
use the van to transport those who need
rides.
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The DVD series “Religion and Science:
Pathways to Truth” offers a way to live in the
world as scientifically informed believers,
embracing both the practice of religion and
the findings of science. Our DVD host is Dr.
Francis Collins, Director of the Human
Genome Project. The class includes time for
discussion. Meets in Fellowship Hall through
November 30.

Dr. Roger Beachy , President and Principal
Investigator at the Donald Danforth Plant
Sciences Center and former member of
Second Baptist, will join us on November 16
and 23.

Karen Bible Class, taught by Pastor
Carey San in the Karen language. Meets in
the library.

Bible Study Class, led by Bill Gurley, is
studying the gospel of Mark. Meets in the
Community Room.

The Karen Young Adult Class is learning
English through Bible study and faith
exploration. Taught by Jan Jones and Jane
Mahan in the classroom behind the chancel.
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All persons who may be interested in
pursuing a partnership with an African
American church in the heavily damaged
9" Ward of New Orleans, including a
possible 2009 mission trip, are urged to
attend an informational meeting on
Sunday, November 2, at noon in the
Community Room.
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We continue to receive gifts to the
American Baptist World Mission Offering,
which goes 100% in support of ABC
mission work overseas, mostly in third world
countries. We ask that the children return
their offering boxes on November 2 if they
have not already done so. WMO envelopes
will remain in the pews through that

Sunday. To date, we have given $ 586.

Second’s book group will
meet on Monday, November
10, at 2:00 p.m. in the
Community Room to discuss
Mister Pip, by Lloyd Jones.
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The pieces of the marble coping shown below have been found in various locations around the
church: in the basement vault, under the stairs leading to the baptistery, at the top of the stairs
leading to the baptistery, and in a storage closet. In the souvenir booklet that was printed in for the
dedication of the Kinghighway property in 1908, there is a picture of the coping and it says, “The
marble coping of the baptistery was transferred from the former building.” So it was also in front of
the building at the Euclid and Beaumont location and goes all the way back to 1878. That means it
probably survived the fire in that building, which burned before the congregation could worship in it
even once. It took a year to rebuild, but this marble coping was likely not harmed by the fire.

We don’t know how it got broken in the move from Kingshighway to our present location. Perhaps it
was moved hastily, a last-minute decision that the one piece which had followed the church since
1878 could not be left behind. The marble coping was so important to the church that a photograph
was Included in our history book and also in the souvenir book of the Kingshighway church
dedication. You can see the pieces of the coping on a table at the far end of Fellowship Hall.

The marble coping with its inscription "We are buried with him in Baptism” and a painting
of the River Jordan, as they looked in the Kingshighway location.
This picture is copied from The Story of Second Baptist Church, p. 41.
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unday, November 9, 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

congregation. (The fund’s current balance is $10,766.)

S

Van Purchase: The Church Council recommends that the church
purchase a 2002 Ford Econoline 15-passenger van from Accu-Rental,
the cost not to exceed $7,300. Funds would come from an unrestricted
General Fund account managed by the trustees but controlled by the

' The van will be used to transport our Karen participants to and from
.church as well as our 18-member youth group to their activities and
-groups on mission trips, field trips, retreats, ABW, Red Hats, and other

.S|m|Iar outings of the church.

.There is a six-page information packet available in the Welcome Center that provides thorough

- information regarding this purchase.

: Licensing Kara Reagan: _Local churches typically license seminary students mid-way into their

i theological studies. It is a sign from the congregation that we deem the candidate worth of ministry,
iwith strong gifts for ministry, as a first-step toward an American Baptist recognized ordination. The

i Church Council recommends that we license Kara Reagan at the beginning of her third and final year

1of seminary studies.

: WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

+Sun  8:45a.m. Adult Choir practice

«Sun  9:15a.m. Church school for all ages
ESun 10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
*Tue 10:00 a.m. 1stand 3rd, ABW Ministries
+Tue 6:30 p.m. Adult Children of Alcoholics
+Wed 6:30p.m. Choir practice

+ SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

:Nov 2 Daylight savings time ends. Set clacks back
Young Adult party, 5:00 p.ms'Gortey
Nov 9 Annual Stewardship Commitment Sunday
lunch and business meeting after worshlp
Nov 10 Book Group, 2:00 p.m. , Community Rgom
Shalom Circle, 7 p.m.
Nov 14 Youth Lock-in, 6:30 p.m. at church
Nov 15 Annual Progressive Dinner, 5 p.m.
Nov 16 1%5Anniversary celebration with formerpastor
Rev. Jerry Keeney
Jazz Vespers, 6 p.m.
+ Nov 18 Council meeting, 6:30 p.m.
«Nov 21 Karen Congregatizinakr with Americans
Baptist missionary Duane Binkley, 6: 30 p
Nov 27 & 28 - Office closed in observance of
Thanksgiving
Nov 30Hanging of the Greens Potluck Dinner
Sunday, 5:30p.m.
Dec 7 Annual Children’s Christmas Musical ahd
Dinner, 5:30 p.m. .
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Sunday, November 2, 2008

Second Baptist Church

9030 Clayton Road

St. Louis, MO 63117

Telephone & Fax (314) 991-3424
E-mail: office@2ndbc.org
Website: www.2ndbc.org

Sunday Schedule

Church School 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Nursery provided.

Staff

Dr. Stephen Jones, Pastor

Kara Reagan, Pastoral Intern
Marilyn Short, Music Director
Brad Short, Choir Director
Nathan Winter, Sound Technician
Paula Rardin, Moderator

Dar Novak, Vice Moderator
Debbie Albu, Secretary, Layout
Mary Shepardson, Outlook Editor
Jim Shepardson, Photographer
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From the Pastor
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Our Second Baptist Church budget reflects program and mission largely shaped
during the decade of part-time pastoral leadership. My predecessor was so
capable that it was during his years that the old mansion was demolished and
the new educational wing was completed. For the first time, we have a
completed” campus and a facility that attracts attention. And there were other
notable accomplishments as well.

Yet, the Second Baptist Church program, outreach, and ministry have expanded in my first year
with you largely because | am a full-time pastor and because you were clearly ready to realize
new dreams. There was a restlessness to reach out and make an imprint on the greater St. Louis
region more in keeping with our heritage. Some of you have attributed the new activism and
expansion to me, but in fact it was your restlessness and energy that created this growth.

We are a church with a clear sense of momentum. Things are happening. People are dreaming.
We are building on our exciting 175 year heritage, but it is clear to many of us that the best might
be in front of us and not behind us.

Our Stewardship Commitment Sunday is November 9. There will be a
We are a church with festive dinner after worship in Fellowship Hall that Sunday as we
celebrate what we have done together as a congregation and look into
aclear sense of 5009, Financial and Leadership Pledge Cards will arrive in your home
momentum. Things early in the week of November 3. Sharon Parker is our Stewardship
: eader, and you will receive a letter from her about the approach of this
are happenlng.. PGOple;ear’s stewardship emphasis with its theme “Be the One.”
are dreaming.

Clearly, our financial resources have been stretched this year with a

budget that still reflects a smaller church program and outreach. We
want to expand our mission funding to be a more active partner with other American Baptist
Churches. As a church founded by John Mason Peck, he would ask no less of us!

We have grown from three in our youth group to eighteen! Most of that growth is from the children
in our church who have reached their middle-high years. And some of it has come from an influx
of Karen teenagers. We have a budget that reflects three youth! We have a growing number of
children, and we have a budget that reflects a smaller group. Our music ministry is expanding,
and we have a budget that reflects a smaller base. We now have ten active mission/outreach
groups, and we have a budget that reflects the two groups we had one year ago. We have a
steady stream of prospective members, but we need to attract more. Our 2008 budget reflects a
deeper commitment to expanding our website (mission accomplished) and expanding our
advertising and welcoming newcomers. But we need to take another step in 2009. We have a
budget that supports fifteen to thirty fewer persons in worship each Sunday. Four months ago, we
probably had two to three people in need of transportation to church, and their needs were easily
met. Today no fewer than twenty-five persons need transportation. Four months ago, we didn’t
have one Asian member, and today our congregation is beginning to look like the diverse world
around us.

To summarize, to keep the momentum going, we need to expand our mission funding, our

program budgets, and our public visibility. As always, stewardship begins with the question:
Has God been faithful to you? Has God been faithful to our church? We respond as we
answer those pivotal questions.




Second Baptist Church
9030 Clayton Road
St. Louis, MO 63117
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The next St. Louis Jazz and Blues Vespers is Sunday evening,
November 16, at 6:00 p.m., featuring Two Times True, with
Carolbeth and David True. Carolbeth True has been a mainstay
of the St. Louis jazz scene for some time. Now she has teamed
with her son, the gifted drummer David True. Their music is full of
the joy, passion, and fire that typifies the best jazz of our time.

In 2004 Carolbeth was
named “Musician of the Year” by St. Louis Magazine, and
she was the 2007 recipient of the St. Louis Arts Award for
Excellence in the Arts, presented by the Arts and
Education Council of St. Louis. She is a long-term
member of the Webster University music faculty.

Help us spread the word about this wonderful opportunity
to hear some of the best jazz in St. Louis!




