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As we look back at our founding 175 years ago and at the beginning of Baptists in St. Louis, one 
name clearly stands above all others: John Mason Peck. First Baptist Church of St. Louis and our 
church both rightly claim him as our founding pastor. To celebrate John Mason Peck in our 175th year, 
we have been working throughout 2008 on the development of a new musical, “The Man with 20 
Hands.” Stephen Jones wrote the dramatic script, and Brad and Marilyn Short have been  
collaborators and shapers of the musical portion of the production.   

We are delighted that the cast is comprised of members of both churches. This is a historic  
collaboration because, as far as we know, First Baptist and Second Baptist have had little contact with 
each other over the years.   

This is an entirely new musical that we will be premiering in St. Louis. The musical begins with the 
story of how Sally and John Peck felt called to “Go West.” Two songs, “Here I Am, Lord” and a  
beautiful new song by Ken Medema, “One Who Stands Among Us,” will help us look to the Great 
American Western expansion as the Louisiana Purchase thrusts St. Louis as the Gateway to the 
West. The spiritual “Plenty Good Room” describes the wide open frontier.  

The musical notes that the Pecks discovered St. Louis to be a rowdy frontier town when they arrived, 
and they weren’t very welcome. The spirituals “Sometimes I Feel like a Motherless Child” and “Oh, 
Wasn’t that a Wide River?” speak of their loneliness.   

“The Man with Twenty Hands” was a description of John Mason Peck because he had enough energy 
for five people, and he had his hands in many simultaneous endeavors.  Playfully, the musical urges 
Peck to slow down through the spiritual “Gonna Sit Down and Rest Awhile.”  “Educators of Everything” 
is a dramatic scene that talks about the many scholarly topics taught by Revs. Peck and Welch in their 
Western Mission Academy. 

Peck encountered opposition from those who favored racial segregation and from those opposed to 
an educated clergy. The spiritual “Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen” leads to a dramatic scene, 
“It’s Over, It’s All Over,” in describing the long odds against Peck’s vision of the West. Another beauti-
ful new song “Can My Life Make a Difference?” expresses Peck’s frustration at the lowest moment. 

Two cast members argue in a humorous scene over John Peck as “a really quite incredible man.” And 
finally, in a tribute to Peck, his many accomplishments are highlighted in a scene entitled “Bragging 
Rights.” The spiritual “I Want to be Ready” describes Peck’s satisfaction over the many successful  
endeavors of his life as the musical concludes where it began with a choral rendition of the popular 
folk hymn “Here I Am, Lord.” 

There will be laughter, solemnity, celebration and wonder as we tell this story of John Mason Peck. 
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OK, guess: How many churches have we founded or participated in starting? 

Six? Twelve? Eighteen? Twenty-Four? 

Come and find out at the end of the musical this Sunday. We have invited these congregations to join 
us Sunday. Cindy Collins will be designing a stone cross that we will put together on the front lawn of 
our church. Each stone in the cross will represent one of our daughter churches. We will tell the story, 
as far as we know it, about each congregation. About half of these congregations are still in existence. 
We will also unveil a new framed recognition of these daughter churches to hang permanently in our 
building. As far as we know, this is the first time we have gathered the names of these congregations 
and celebrated our role in their launch. 
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On Saturday, September 27, Bill C. Winter will lead us to the several locations of our church as it 
moved steadily westward from the Mississippi River to its present location in Richmond Heights. 
Along the way, you will also learn something about St. Louis in the mid-19th century, a time when 
it was the 8th largest city in the United States. 

We will board the bus at 8:45 a.m. and leave promptly at 9:00 for downtown to the church’s                 
earliest locations. After we leave the Kingshighway location, we will turn north to Bellefontaine 
Cemetery to visit the Baptist Lot, the final resting place of several figures of interest to Baptist    
history, including John Mason Peck. We plan to return to 9030 Clayton Road by 1:00 p.m.  

This ride will be easy for those with mobility issues. We will get off the bus a few times but that is 
always your choice. Most of the narrative will occur on the bus. We have 21 already signed up 
and spaces for that many more! This likely will be the last opportunity to see inside our                           
Kingshighway facility prior to a major renovation. Join us for a delightful morning together! 

The cost is $30 per person. Please call the church office or Paula Rardin if you plan to go.    
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It’s a free concert with a free-will offering taken. Our pastor will offer a short inspirational                         
interlude between the group’s two acts. We don’t ask them to perform “religious” music as much as  
perform their best repertoire of popular, professional jazz and blues. The best way to describe St. 
Louis Jazz and Blues Vespers is that it is a professional, free concert by one of the best bands in St. 
Louis with a brief inspirational interlude. 

Invite your friends and relatives. In the next New Outlook, we will have the line-up of performers for 
the six vespers this year. They will be held on the third Sunday of October, November, January,  
February, March, and April. All are the best jazz and blues musicians in St. Louis, and we are honored 
to showcase their talent in the near-perfect acoustics of our sanctuary! The dress is casual, and a  
reception follows in the narthex. 

Page 3 

��-�	���
���.	##
�,���'���/�����

We have a large youth group this year with teenagers in 7th – 12th grades and up to 18 
years old. Our first event is on Sunday, September 28, at noon – a pizza party, bowling, 

and planning for the fall. This is a fabulous group of young people, and we look  
forward to an active year together. 

The adult sponsors of our youth group are Melanie Keeney, Audrey Munsch, and 
Stephen Jones.   
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God introduces “new- ness” into our lives and world                                                                          

Stephen Jones preaching 

Sunday, September 21 “Preparing for Newness” 

 Text: John 21:15-19 

We can position ourselves for God’s New Call. At this beginning of a new church 
year, we can be ready for God’s inbreaking Spirit. 

We will celebrate International Day of Prayer for Peace. 

Sunday, September 28, “Is There Anything New under the Sun?” 

 Text: Ecclesiastes 1:7-12 

This was Ecclesiastes’ question and the answer is “yes and no.” No, in that the 
basic human themes and struggles are common to human beings down through 
history. Yes, in that as we embody what is new, it is authentically New! 
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These classes for adults meet on Sunday mornings from 9:15 – 10:15:                                                  

The Bible Study Class , led by Bill Gurley, will focus on the book of Mark. Meets in the Community 
Room. 

The Karen Bible Class , led by Pastor Carey San, is taught in the Karen language. Meets in the  
library. 

Adult Elective Class   To help us better understand our new friends from Burma, Stephen Jones               
began a series entitled “We Stand in the Circle of the Baptists of Burma,” last Sunday with the story of 
Adoniram and Anne Judson, Baptist missionaries to Burma. (See his pastor’s article on p. 7). The                        
topics for the remaining 2 weeks are:   
September 21 The current situation in Burma (Myanmar) 
The tribal make-up of the country  
Its history over the past 30 years 
The current military dictatorship 

September 28  Life in the refugee camps 
Since all the Karen who attend our church have lived for many years in refugee camps along the bor-
der of Thailand and Burma, we will hear from 3 – 4 Karen young adults who have lived most or all of 
their lives in these camps. We will learn about what forced their families into the camps and what life 
was like for them there. They will also talk about the challenges and blessings of a new start in  
America.  

This series will be followed by a DVD series entitled “Religion and Science,” hosted by Francis Collins, 
Director of the Human Genome Project. Speakers and interviewees include 17 leading theologians, 
philosophers, and scientists, including 2 Nobel laureates. Meets in Fellowship Hall. 

The Karen Young Adult Class   Jan Jones and Jane Mahan will teach Karen young adults to learn 
English through Bible study and faith exploration. Meets in a classroom behind the chancel. 
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In a rare move, Protestant leaders from the 
United States were recently granted an  
audience with Daniel Ortega, the president of 
Nicaragua. It was the first such meeting Ortega 
had granted since his reelection to office in 
2007. The delegation was part of a larger 
Friendship Tour to Nicaragua sponsored by the 
Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America 
(BPFNA). Our pastor, Stephen Jones, is  
president of BPFNA. 

As a result of the unexpected invitation, the 
BPFNA delegation was able to include, as their 
guests, representatives of groups working for 
justice for victims of the pesticide Nemagon and 
leaders of other groups working for social  
justice.  

The meeting was broadcast live on Radio  
Nicaragua and was covered extensively on  
Nicaraguan television and in the press. The full 
text of the message delivered to President  
Ortega and the dispatches sent from the BPFNA 
Friendship Tour are available at  
www.bpfna.org/nicaragua2008  

Isn’t it time to declare yourself a 

Baptist Peacemaker? 
Given the global conflicts and the violence around us, join 
with other individual Baptists from around North America 
who have dared to declare themselves PEACEMAKERS 
and are working through the network of the Baptist Peace 
Fellowship of North America to embody Jesus’ Beatitude, 
“Blessed are the peacemakers.” 

As a member of the BPFNA, you will receive bi-monthly 
issues of the award-winning journal Baptist Peacemaker that 
will update you on peacemaking in Jesus’ name. You will 
also be supporting the work of a distinctly Baptist voice for 
peace rooted in justice. This fall, BPFNA is looking for 1,000 
Baptists committed to peacemaking to join us in our  
movement. 

Won’t you be one? 
To become a member, send a gift of no less than $40 (and 
more if you can!) to: | 
BPFNA, 4800 Wedgewood Dr., Charlotte NC 28210 
or visit www.bpfna.org to join online. 

Baptist Peace Fellowship  
of North America 
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Our Book Group is looking     
forward to another year of good 
reading and discussions of a 
list of interesting books. Again 
this year, we will meet on the second Monday of 
the month at 2:00 p.m. in the Community Room. 
The first meeting will be Monday, October 13, 
and the book will be The Good Earth, by Pearl 
Buck. She was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for it 
in 1932 and received the Nobel Prize for                      
Literature in 1938. 

Everyone who has read the book and would like 
to talk about it is most welcome to join us. For 
more details or a list of other books chosen for 
2008-09 please call Jane Mahan (454-1380) or 
Meg Gilmore (994-9971). 
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Mirian San is interested in providing child care 
in her home once her baby is born in around 
three months. If you know of anyone looking for 
loving child care, please call Mirian at  
704-1264. The Sans live adjacent to Hartke 
Nursery in Olivette.   

Many of the Karen children in school are  
learning that computer access is assumed by 
many teachers and schools and is important to 
have. If anyone has a computer no longer being 
used but in good working condition, let us 
know. We have 3 - 4 households that could use 
a home computer. Contact Joan Jensen or 
Stephen Jones 

We also have need of a single twin bed for one 
of the Karen families. Contact Stephen Jones or 
Cindy Collins. 
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From the Pastor 
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Last Sunday in the class I am teaching, we told the story of Adoniram and Ann                            
Judson, the couple that began overseas missions for American Baptists.  

Deciding to become a missionary was hardly a straight line for Adoniram. He                                     
grew up in the strict household of a Congregational pastor in Massachusetts.                                      
However, as a young adult he rebelled. It was the age of Rationalistic Deism,  
which Judson encountered as he went off to Brown University. He met a fellow student, Jacob 
Eames, who helped him break out of the narrow shackles of his Christian upbringing and devote 
himself to a belief in godless humanism. After college, he ran off to New York City and spent a 
year moving about the city with a vagabond group of would-be actors. 

He grew weary of this life and the bankrupt values of this group, and he left New York City for his 
uncle’s house, where he had boarded his horse. But instead of his uncle, there was an  
unexpected guest there, a young clergyman. An engaging conversation ensued about  
questions of faith. Intending to return home, but not ready to do so, Adoniram checked into a 
nearby inn. He was warned by the innkeeper that the only room he had was adjacent to a man 
who was gravely ill. All through the night, Adoniram kept hearing groans and the muffled sounds 
of those trying to help. The next morning Judson asked if the man’s health had improved. The 
innkeeper replied, “No, the man died in the middle of the night.” Adoniram inquired as to the 
man’s identity. The innkeeper said, “He was a young student at the University. His name was 
Jacob Eames.”  

Suddenly, all the questions swirling around in Judson’s mind 
came crashing in upon him.  His humanistic mentor had died, 
and Judson wondered just what kind of reality lay beyond death. 
Was it a blank nothingness? Or was the Bible correct and 
Eames had distanced himself from a God who offers eternal 
life? 

Finally, Judson left the inn but was still disoriented by the 
thought that his best friend and mentor in college had died in the 
room next door. When he went home, two seminary professors 
from Andover Seminary were “unexpectedly” visiting his father. 
They were not put off by Judson’s questions at all but  
encouraged him to ask his questions in the context of a  
seminary education. He declined at first but soon enrolled. In 

1809 he was handed a sermon about taking the Gospel to Asia, and it fell like a spark into the  
tinder of hiss soul. Judson wrote, “It was during a solitary walk in the woods behind the  
college, while meditating and praying, that the command of Christ, ‘Go into all the world’ was 
presented to my mind with such clearness and power, that I came to a full decision to obey the 
command at all events.” 

Were all these experiences merely coincidences? Just happenstance? Does God truly direct 
such encounters? Does God catch us off-guard so that we see reality differently? Is there a  
divine synchronicity to life, a coming-together in which we see with new eyes and hear with new 
ears? As someone said in class on Sunday, are we somehow led to teachable moments in our 
lives? 

I’ve included Judson’s life-story on our church’s website. It’s one of the greatest stories, full of                  
persecution, intrigue, loss, and astonishing accomplishment. And it all began for him when                   
somehow, someway, God captured Adoniram’s attention in a new way.  

Does God catch us off-guard 

so that we see reality 

differently? Is there a divine               

synchronicity to life, a 

coming-together in which 

we see with new eyes and 

hear with new ears?  
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Join your friends from Second Baptist on Saturday,  
October 11, for a day at Grant’s Farm. In addition to the 
usual attractions, it is “Living History Day.”  

This bi-annual event takes guests back in time, as the men, women, and children of the 8th 
Missouri Volunteer Infantry, U. S. Civil War Reenactors, set up camp in the meadow adjacent 
to Hardscrabble, the cabin that was hand built and lived in by Ulysses and Julia Grant. Grant’s 
Cabin is open for inspection, and an interpreter from the U. S. Grant National Historic Site will 
be there to answer questions.  

Admission is free, but parking costs $10. Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex if you plan 
to go.  

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Church School 9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery provided. 

9030 Clayton Road 
St. Louis, MO 63117 
Telephone & Fax (314) 991-3424 
E-mail: office@2ndbc.org 
Website: www.2ndbc.org 

Staff 
Dr. Stephen Jones, Pastor 
Kara Reagan, Pastoral Intern 
Marilyn Short, Music Director 
Brad Short, Choir Director 
Nathan Winter, Sound Technician 
Paula Rardin, Moderator 
Dar Novak, Vice Moderator 
Debbie Albu, Secretary, Layout 
Mary Shepardson, Outlook Editor 
Jim Shepardson, Photographer 

 WEEKLY ACTIVITIES                                   
Sun    9:15 a.m. Church school for all ages 
Sun  10:30 a.m.    Worship in the Sanctuary                                                        
Tue   10:00 a.m. 1st and 3rd, ABWMinistries 
Tue    6:30 p.m. Adult Children of Alcoholics in Community Room 
 

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES   
Sept 20     Men’s breakfast, 7:30 a.m., Delmar Baptist 
Sept 20     Rehearsal for musical, 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 
Sept 21      “The Man with 20 Hands” performance, 2:30 p.m.,  
         Second Baptist. Lunch 1:15 p.m. 
Sept 22    Shalom Circle, 7:00 p.m.                                                                                      
Sept 27       Bus tour to Second Baptist Church locations, 8:45 a.m.       
Sept 28    Youth bowling and pizza party, after church 
Sept 29     Prostate Cancer Support Group, 7 p.m.  
Oct 5          “The Man with 20 Hands” performance, 2:30 p.m.,  
           First Baptist 
Oct 11           Grant’s Farm Day, 10 a.m.— 2 p.m. 
Oct 13           Book Group, 2 p.m., Community Room 
Oct 13           Shalom Circle, 7 p.m., Community Room 
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Join us in the Community Room at the church on the second and fourth Monday evenings of 
each month at 7:00 p.m. Shalom Circle is open to anyone on a drop-in basis. It offers an  
intimate setting to explore individual concerns and celebrations, to receive communion, to  
participate in healing prayers, and to explore individual callings. Participants agree to keep 
everything shared confidential. Prayer and rituals of meditation are included.  
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