Early
September 2008
Web version

Premiere of a New Musical about John Mason Peck

Performed by an interracial cast with members from
First Baptist Church and Second Baptist Church of St. Louis, Missouri

Celebrating the 175™ Anniversary of Second Baptist Church
and the 190" Anniversary of First Baptist Church

Sunday Afternoon, September 21, 2:30 p.m.
At Second Baptist Church, 9030 Clayton Road at McKnight
1/3 Mile West of the St. Louis Galleria — Reception Following

Sunday Afternoon, October 5, 2:30 p.m.
At First Baptist Church, 3100 Bell at Cardinal Street
between Delmar and Martin Luther King — Reception Following

Come and be a part of both performances and celebra  tions!
Members of First Baptist Church are invited to join members of Second Baptist Church
at a congregational dinner at 1:30 p.m. on September 21.

Members of Second Baptist Church are invited to join members of First Baptist Church
at a congregational dinner at 1:30 p.m. on October 5.

Invite your neighbors, friends and extended family to the historic premiere of this new musical
featuring musicians and volunteers from our two congregations!
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We invite children, youth and adults from the two churches to join in the cast as we tell the story of
John Mason Peck as he came to St. Louis in 1818 to begin a new interracial congregation, roots
shared by our two churches today.

Rehearsals: We call this an “Instant Musical” because we will be familiar with the script, but we won't
memoarize lines. Attendance at both rehearsals and both performances is necessary to be in the cast.
With minimal staging, we will perform a 55-minute musical with these two rehearsals:

Saturday, September 13, 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 20, 9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

If you'd like to participate, sign up on Sunday’s Green Sheet or contact Marilyn or Brad Short or
Stephen Jones.
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' To most people of St. Louis, John Mason Peck is not a household name. Yet to historians and |
‘Baptists, he was a legend. Arriving in St. Louis in 1818, he built the first Protestant house of worship in-
fSt. Louis not long after Missouri became a territory of the United States. His early Baptist church in St.
Louis was unusual because it was an interracial congregation, comprised of white members and black
‘members, both slave and free. Peck also began the first Sunday School and day school for African
‘American children and adults. He baptized the first black persons in Missouri, and he ordained the
Rev. John Berry Meachum, the first African American to be ordained in Missouri.

fOne historical record said of Peck, “A case could be made that John Mason Peck was one of the

' greatest of the pioneers to set foot in early St. Louis.” An early governor of Illinois cited Peck as the
‘single-most reason that slavery was defeated in that state. One early St. Louis pastor said of him,

“Mr. Peck was a master-spirit among the pioneers. Perhaps no man of his class did more than he to
'guide the thoughts, mould the manners, and form the institutions of the West. He was an embodiment
of the Western character.” ‘

Cast members from First Baptist Church and Second Baptist Church of St. Louis, in a first
~collaborative effort, are uniting to perform a new musical telling the story of John Mason Peck. Peck
‘was instrumental in founding both churches. Including many African American spirituals as well as
‘other songs, the cast will tell his story in music and song. The musical was written collaboratively by
fStephen Jones and Brad and Marilyn Short. This musical is in celebration of the 190™ anniversary of
First BaEtist Church of St. Louis, a historically African American congregation, and the celebration of
‘the 175" anniversary of Second Baptist Church.

fAfter each performance, the host church will celebrate its relationship with “daughter” churches around
‘the St. Louis area. Second Baptist Church will honor and recognize its 17 daughter congregations, |
‘about half of which continue to exist. A plaque is being prepared for our grounds including the names

1 of these churches.
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Everyone is invited to Bitting Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. to celebrate the launch of another church
school year. After a continental breakfast, Bibles will be presented to children moving up to a new class
this year. Then children and youth will meet their teachers and head off to class. Teachers of adult
classes will then describe the offerings for adults.

$

All children’s classes meet in the education wing from 9:15 — 10:15. They are:

Nursery : For infants and toddlers through age 2. Care is provided from 9:15 — 11:45 a.m. every Sunday
by Feng Mei Guo.

Primaries : Pre-School — 1% grade. Kathryn Nall, church school teacher. Melissa Bancks, Second Hour.
Juniors : 2" — 5™grades. Dotty Daily, church school teacher. Volunteers needed for Second Hour.

Middle school : 6™ — 8" grades. Shari Nelson-Faulkner, teacher.

%
High school youth meet in a classroom behind the sanctuary. Melanie Keeney and Kara Reagan,
teachers.
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The Bible Study Class , led by Bill Gurley, will focus on the book of Mark. Meets in the Community
Room.

The Karen Bible Class , led by Pastor Carey San in the Karen language. Meets in the library.

Adult Elective Class _ This class consists of short-term series led by various people. We will begin with
the topic “We Stand in the Circle of the Baptists of Burma,” led by Stephen Jones on September
14, 21, and 28.

The arrival of the Karen people to St. Louis and to our congregation in particular is a cause of
celebration that also brings with it an expectation of transition. Who are the Baptists of Burma
(Myanmar)? What is the political situation of that nation today? Why are Karen and Chin refugees
fleeing that nation? What was it like in the refugee camps for so many years? How are we connected as
American Baptists to each other? What are the transitional issues as we incorporate those who do not
speak English as their first language? What are the particular needs and challenges of the refugees as
they begin in a new land? Meets in Fellowship Hall.

This series will be followed by a DVD series entitled “Religion and Science,” hosted by Francis Collins,
Director of the Human Genome Project. Speakers and interviewees include 17 leading theologians,
philosophers, and scientists, including 2 Nobel laureates.

The Karen Young Adult Class _ Jan Jones and Jane Mahan will offer a class on learning English to
Karen young adults. Meets in a classroom behind the chancel.
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chalom Circle

Next: September 8 & 22

Join us in the Community Room at the
church on the second and fourth Monday
evenings of each month. Shalom Circle is
open to anyone on a drop-in basis. It offers
an intimate setting to explore individual

concerns and celebrations, to receive

communion, to participate in healing prayers,
and to explore individual callings. Participants
agree to keep everything shared confidential.
Prayer and rituals of meditation are included.

Monday Evenings, 7:00 p.m.

1 we will meet on the second Monday of the

i month at 2:00 p.m. in the Community Room.

i The first meeting will be Monday, October 13,
iand the book will be The Good Earth, by Pearl

i Buck. She was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for it
1in 1932 and received the Nobel Prize for Litera-

Our Book Group is looking
forward to another year of

i ture in 1938.

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Church School 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Nursery provided.

9030 Clayton Road

St. Louis, MO 63117

Telephone & Fax (314) 991-3424
E-mail: office@2ndbc.org
Website: www.2ndbc.org

Staff

Dr. Stephen Jones, Pastor

Kara Reagan, Pastoral Intern
Marilyn Short, Music Director
Brad Short, Choir Director

Shari Nelson-Faulkner,
Children’s Education Director
Nathan Winter, Sound Technician
Paula Rardin, Moderator

Dar Novak, Vice Moderator
Debbie Albu, Secretary, Layout
Mary Shepardson, Outlook Editor
Jim Shepardson, Photographer
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Sunday, Auqust 31
"God Put the Whole World in
Our Hands"

Text: Genesis 1:26-31

We will look at our responsibility
and God's empowering
mandate on Labor Day
weekend.

Stephen Jones preaching.

Sunday, September 7
Launch Sunday

"The Teaching Personality of God"
Text: Isaiah 30:19-21

The ancient Jews were most comfortable with
God as their sole teacher and God's people as
the learners. They rarely gave the title "teacher”
to any human being. We will explore the
teaching personality of God.

Stephen Jones preaching.
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EWEEKLY ACTIVITIES

eSun  9:15a.m. Church school for all ages)dh&gipn
+Sun 10:30 a.mWorship in the Sanctuary

«Tue 6:30 p.m. Adult Children of AlcoholianimiBo
Room

N......

+ SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

«Aug 27  Choir practice resumes, 7:00 p.m.
SAug 30 Baby shower for Kara Jensen Cirgsm.3:30°
: at the home of Bev Apple. All ladies invited
:Sept 01 Office closed in observance of Labor Day «
$Sept 02 American Baptist Women’s Minisinies resus
. meeting, 10:00 a.m. All women invited.
SSept 07 Launch Sunday, 9:15 a.m.

+Sept 08 Shalom Circle, 7:00 p.m.

2 Sept 14 Outlookleadline

«Sept16  Church Council meeting, 6:30 p.munpiGom
. Room
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Second Baptist Church
9030 Clayton Road
St. Louis, MO 63117

Studying English at Second Baptist

Women'’s Chorus
singing at the
worship service
August 24




