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What began in a relationship with Pastor Carey San and his family has
now expanded to over 25 Karen people who are participating in
Second Baptist Church. More families are arriving weekly, and thus our
ministry expands. Many at Second Baptist Church have been yearning
for a hands-on mission that would make a difference to our city and
region. And the mission has walked right in our front door! We praise
God for this ministry opportunity and for the new doors of global
partnership that are opening before us. What a thrill to form new
friendships with the Karen people in St. Louis!

We have learned of a new young adult Chin (different tribal group) ]
couple and son who have arrived in St. Louis and have no furnishings. A  Pastor Carey San readmg Scnpture
number of Second Baptist Church members have responded with offers in the worship service

of furniture and household accessories. There is also a new Karen

Baptist family, and we suspect they also might have household needs.

Next Sunday the Karen people will sing in our worship service. We are delighted to have Pastor Carey
San read scripture weekly in Karen. Pastor San is also leading a Karen Bible Study Class in the
church library each Sunday. We have just ordered a dozen new Karen Bibles to assist these adults.

Many of these families are searching for entry-level work. Some have secured positions in small
businesses (cooking, landscaping, etc.) and some in an industrial sewing factory. If you know of
vocational opportunities for persons with limited English skills (but growing!), please let a member of
the Burmese Refugee Resettlement Team know.

We are working now on getting the children and young people active in our church in good schools,
and financial assistance is needed for this. Four women in our church have offered to tutor young
adults to prepare for their GED exam.

Finally, one of the largest challenges we face is transporting over 20 persons every Sunday to and
from church. We meet in the city near Grand and Gravois at 8:30 a.m. and bring those who want to
attend, and then we return after the summer barbecue. If you can help with this, would you contact
Joan Jensen or Stephen Jones? We are considering the idea of leasing a small bus or a large van,
and if you have ideas on how to accomplish this economically, please contact Stephen Jones or any
member of the Karen Refugee Resettlement team.

We rejoice with Carey San over his employment at Hartke Nursery and that Cindy and Jerry Collins
have rented an adjacent house to the San family. They are moving this Friday, and the children have
now enrolled in the Ladue Schools.

Members of our Resettlement Team continue to tutor newly-arriving refugees at New City Fellowship
Church in south city on Saturday mornings.

We urge EVERY MEMBER of SBC to FIND A WAY to get involved in this expanding ministry!

Continued on p. 4



'August 10

““A Romantic Friend”
'Romantic partners, whether in
‘marriage, dating or partnering,
‘are first of all friends.

Exploring the Meaning of
Friendship in our Lives

' Texts: Acts 18:1-4, 24ff and
‘| Corinthians 16:3-5
fStephen Jones preaching

‘August 17

“A Friendless Society” ‘
' The famous book Bowling Alone speaks of the -
fdeterioration of friendship in our society. What
“does this mean for our mission as a church?
'How do we touch an anonymous society?

| Text: John 15:18-25

' Stephen Jones preaching

'August 24

“The Church as a Community of Friends”

'SBC is called to be a community of friends.
‘But it is unlike other friendship circles in that
'we interact with an amazing variety of people,
'some of whom we might not choose as friends
fwere it not for the church. What does it mean
‘to be “spiritual friends™?

| Text: Selections from Acts 4, 5 and 6

' Stephen Jones preaching

‘August 31
“God as Our Friend”

God is transcendent, but also available,
‘intimate and close. Sometimes we think of

' God as fierce, remote, distant, but that does
'hot describe God as depicted in the Bible.
‘Texts: Psalm 22:1-5, Psalm 27:4-9a
fStephen Jones preaching

Labor Day Sunday

September 7
'Homecoming Launch Sunday

‘The Choir resumes weekly rehearsals, and all -
' classes begin to meet at 9:15 a.m. More
' details are coming!

ohnalom Circ/y
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Join us in the Community Room on the
second and fourth Monday evenings of each
month. Shalom Circle is open to anyone on
a drop-in basis, though the group will abide
by a pledge of confidentiality. Persons are
urged to participate as they have time and
interest.

Shalom Circle offers a more intimate setting
to explore individual concerns and
celebrations, to receive communion, to
participate in healing prayers, and to explore
individual callings. Prayer and rituals of
meditation will be included.

+ -
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There are a half-dozen references in the
Bible to homosexuality, and we will explore
these texts as each participant reaches his/
her own conclusions as to what the Bible
teaches, if anything, about our modern
guestions around this controversial topic.
Stephen Jones is teaching the class on
Sunday mornings in the Community Room at

9:30 — 10:20 a.m. Class runs through the
end of August.

Pastor Carey San is
teaching a Bible Study
Class for Karen
speakers on Sunday
mornings from 9:30 — 10:20 a.m. in the
church library adjacent to Bitting Fellowship
Hall. The class will continue through August.

We are grateful to Dotty Daily for teaching
the children at 9:30 a.m. during the
remaining summer Sundays.
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J: We invite all of the women in the church - not just regular choir members - to sing "On Eagle's
Wings" in an all-female ensemble on August 24. We will meet at 9:30 a.m. on August 10,
August 17, and August 24 to rehearse. Come join us!

J: We are scheduling a variety of solos and ensembles throughout the
J: summer to provide special music during worship while the choir is on break.
If you sing or play an instrument and would like to help provide special

music during the summer - or at any time during the year - please let us
know. We love having our services chock-full of music!

Brad and Marilyn Short o
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}éﬁa ESF e
7 8 Chair Rehearsals

Resume
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J’ Choir practice resumes August 27, and we would love to have some new members! We rehearse
on Wednesday nights from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Our first anthem is scheduled for Launch
J’ Sunday, September 7.

J: Being in choir is a wonderful experience! As Choir Director Brad Short said this past Choir
Appreciation Sunday, "As a choir, we are nothing without each other. A choir is the best example of

J: the old adage that the sum is greater than the parts. None of us alone could begin to make the kind u

J’ of worship contribution that we have collectively. In a choir, we strive to blend each of our voices
together, one with the other, so as to relinquish our own individual voice to that which adds to the

J’ whole. Indeed, the choir by typically singing in the back of this Sanctuary of the Beatitudes does not J’
call attention to itself or to the individual voices that make up the choir. Rather, we strive to add to

J: the worship experience of those in the congregation by bringing new meaning to familiar words and J:
heightened appreciation to familiar melodies. This choir is exemplary in its commitment to music, to

J: worship, to the church, and to one another."
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J’ Wouldn't you like to join such a group?

J: i 0 3
Stephen Jones and Brad and Marilyn Short have been collaborating on the development
r of a new musical about John Mason Peck entitled, “The Man with Twenty Hands.” We
are excited to share the news that it is likely that we will be co-performing this musical
with members of First Baptist Church of St. Louis. Tentatively, an intergenerational cast
from the two churches will join together at 9 a.m. and rehearse all day on Saturday, September 13,
J: and September 20. We hope to have an early afternoon performance at Second Baptist on
September 21 and another performance at First Baptist on Sunday evening, October 5. Both
J: churches were founded by John Mason Peck, and First Baptist is celebrating its 190™ anniversary
J: as we celebrate our 175" anniversary. We look forward to working with Rev. Henry Midget and the
J: members of First Baptist Church. We hope to invite all the daughter churches of First and Second

Baptist to the performance here on September 21, likely around 2:00 p.m.
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language expressions as noted below:
Karen Language Primer:

Good Morning. Gawler ah gay.
Good afternoon. Neela ah gay.
Welcome. Tulo moonah
How are you? Oh su ah?

What is your name? Nah mee dee leh?
Thank you. Tah blu.

and David Mahan, Jay Jensen, and Stephen Jones

Photographs of the Karen people attending SBC will soon be posted at the church with their
names so that you can better get to know them. It would also help if you would learn a few Karen

SBC Burmese Resettlement Team: Joan Jensen and Jan Jones, coordinators; Fran Adams,
Peggy Wann, Brooke and Pat Justis, Mary and Jim Shepardson, Jo Koehler, Diana Pryer, Jane

L9 9 0 -

'You may bring food for menus such as:
: Canned chicken and dumplings plus a can of boneless chicken breast
' Peas and carrots

i Pickled beets

' Fruit cocktail for dessert
i Take advantage of sales—Choose canned fruit, vegetables or
'meats on sale. Foods such as peanut butter, dry milk powder,
and crackers are good items to have in stock.

or

; Carolyn Humphries

The Men’s Ensemble sings in
the worship service August 3.
Singers are: Brad Short,
director, Richard Daily, Rick
Rardin, John Johnson, Rick
Hoyt, Fred Adams, Dar
Novak, Bill Gurley, Larry
Whitlock, Bill C. Winter
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Second Baptist Church began an envisioning process during Mike Dixon’s interim pastorate and
completed it the fall of 2008 after the arrival of Stephen Jones. Below is a list of visions for the next
3—75 years that emerged from the congregation and others added by the church council. Here’s
how we’re doing after 1 year:

1.

Develop a new tag-line for our church.
This was accomplished through a collaborative process with the council and congregation. The
result was:

Second Baptist Church

Open and Progressive since 1833

Sponsoring 1 or 2 Karen families in St. Louis.

We began working through the International Institute and sponsored one family. However, the
restraints on further relationships prompted us to go in a new direction. We now have a fully
functioning Burmese Resettlement Mission Group in our church. We have volunteers who do
language tutoring weekly at City Fellowship Church in South St. Louis. More importantly, the
San family has begun actively participating, and the numbers of Karen immigrants has been
rising dramatically in recent Sundays. Pastor Carey leads a Karen Bible study class each
Sunday. We are including Karen language in our bulletin and service, and this likely will
become a major outreach of our congregation in the coming year. There are issues:
transportation, how to integrate children and youth, how to be welcoming when English is so
limited.

Consideration of joining the Baptist Peace Fellowsh ip of North America as a partner
congregation.

A new Second Baptist Peacemakers mission group was formed. A 3-Sunday series considering
partnership occurred just after Easter. Sincere dialogue occurred within the congregation.
Action was postponed to give more time for in-depth consideration. The peace group will
remain active.

Join Churches Supporting Churches, a program of BPF NA, to partner with an African
American congregation in New Orleans in need of reb  uilding.

Nothing has yet happened on this front, though American Baptist Women have expressed initial
interest. We could plan a work trip to New Orleans.

John Mason Peck...a Walk in the Woods.

There is a mission group working on a plan for our entire grounds and specifically to develop a
John Mason Peck sculpture/relief telling his story as people follow a path through our church
yard.

Develop a Strategy for Greeting Visitors.

A task force developed a 3-page set of proposals. These were presented and adopted by the
congregation, resulting in a new Welcome Center, gifts for visitors, advertising strategy, and a
host of other recommendations. Almost all the recommendations have been implemented.

St. Louis Jazz and Blues Vespers.
We have a mission group, and they are scheduled to launch the vespers on the third Sunday
night of each month beginning in October.

Baptist Liberties Hallway.
We organized a 3-Sunday study and worship theme and unveiled 8 new posters related to our
Baptist freedoms and created a permanent display in the hallway outside the church office.
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Continued from page 5

Concerts on the “Second Green.”

As part of our 175" anniversary, we held one concert in the Memorial Rose Garden in June
that was well-attended and appreciated. No specific plans have been made, but there was a
strong sense it should be repeated at least annually.

Enhance our SBC website.

We have a new website coordinator, Linda Novak, a new server and have contracted with a
new site engineer, Tim Butler. We are close to purchasing the equipment (already approved
and funded) to be able to put the audio sermons and anthems on the website. We are
restoring the Beatitude window section of the website.

Build a Habitat for Humanity house in St. Louis.
We helped rehab homes through the youth group in June through Northside Team Ministry.

Celebrate our 175th Anniversary.

This developed into a year-long well-planned effort with a planning team chaired by Paula
Rardin. Yet to come: a fully-funded updated church history book, visits by former pastors
continue, a bus tour of our historical sites, and the premiere of a new musical about John
Mason Peck will be presented September 21.

Develop SBC's archives.
The archives were relocated to the church library and were placed in new archival files
purchased. Some historical displays have been presented.

Sponsor children of incarcerated adults.
American Baptist Women have mostly carried the ball on this, and Angel Tree was sponsored
at Christmas.

Purchase of two new pianos for the sanctuary.
Completed and paid for!

Launch a “Gateway to New Beginnings” series in earl y fall.

This was accomplished and a logo developed and a half-page ad about “We've Been Given
the Boot” appeared in the St. Louis Post Dispatch and in 7 suburban newspapers. We have
more plans at the start of the fall if funding is available. We have the postal addresses of 700
of our nearby neighbors.

Launch an annual stewardship emphasis in the fall.
We did “Blessed to be a Blessing” and will soon begin plans for an emphasis leading into
20009.

Opening our sanctuary for more outside weddings.
We have a wedding staff team in place and an updated wedding handbook.

Develop a new logo for our church.
We use our new logo throughout our printed resources based on the arch at the front entrance
to our church.

Install better lighting outside and in the sanctuar y.
We installed new lighting at the entrances to the church, front and back with 5 new fixtures.
Later this month, 5 street lane lights and banners will be installed (fully funded). Later in the
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At our annual retreat with our new church council members, | presented two
ideas for a mission trip and church retreat. We felt it was time to share these
ideas with you even though they project into 2009.

First, one of our visions for the previous year was to consider joining Churches
Supporting Churches. We have yet to consider this idea. Churches Supporting
Churches is a way for Baptist churches to team up with a black neighborhood
church in one of the areas impacted by Hurricane Katrina. We have heard much about the
inadequate response of the government to rebuilding New Orleans. But the African American
churches were particularly hard-hit, and many of them have been unable to re-occupy their
buildings. Lacking any government assistance, these churches have had a very difficult challenge
to overcome. Many of the previous residents in these neighborhoods will likely not return until their
churches are restored. Some of these churches are now opening day care centers and youth
outreach ministries as they try to find new ways to serve in their changing situation. Churches
Supporting Churches links a group of churches outside New Orleans with one church in New
Orleans. These churches act as partners in providing hands-on help through work mission trips,
prayer support, ministry resources, and limited financial assistance.

| have wondered if we would like to organize a work mission trip to New Orleans in March 2009?
Would you be interested in participating in a week-long effort? This could be, if we desired, a first
step toward participating in Churches Supporting Churches.

Secondly, we have been discussing the possibility of an all-church retreat. This is what | proposed
to the church council: The First Baptist Church of Boulder, Colorado, (my first pastorate) owns a
rustic mountain retreat center called James Park high up in the mountains (10,000 feet) nestled
against the Rocky Mountain National Park. Behind James Park are the beautiful waterfalls of a
rushing mountain stream, hundred of miles of trails, meadows of mountain flowers, vistas of a
range of mountain peaks, pristine mountain lakes. The lodge itself has a men’s and women’s dorm
that sleeps about forty people on each side. It has a large kitchen and large gathering room. It has
an adjacent indoor shower house and restroom. But the context is rustic and so is the access
road.

My idea was to set aside Tuesday as a travel day and go into James Park on Wednesday, July 29,
2009, and stay through Sunday, August 2, returning home on that day. We could plan an
intergenerational retreat that would help us explore this beautiful alpine setting. The cost would be
rather inexpensive, and while the travel to and from is considerable, a number of our families
already vacation regularly in Colorado. Would you be interested in such a week’s retreat with our
church?

We can, if people prefer, look for an overnight or week-end conference center in the St. Louis
region.

| also want to remind you that the American Baptist Biennial Meeting is in Pasadena, California,
June 26-28, 2009. And the Annual Peace Conference of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North
America is tentatively scheduled for July 20-25 in Durango, Colorado.

Let's begin a conversation around your interest in these possibilities.

— Stephen Jones
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This year marked Second's youth's third consecutive year

at Green Lake Conference Center in Wisconsin. Seasoned
veteran Rebecca Nall enjoyed her third venture to Quest and
was accompanied by a record 8 additional youth including
Caroline Adams, Courtney Nall, Daniel Tipton, Kenndy San,
Meadow Faulkner, Ryan Keeney, Tim Zemantick, and

Wah Wah San. Sponsors were Kara Reagan and Eric
Johnson. Janelle Jones helped with the driving.

While at camp, the youth and adult chaperons enjoyed the
challenge course, paddle boats, kayaks, and other wonderful
outdoor activities at Green Lake. However the highlights for all
were the opportunities to grow to know one another through
Bible study, worship, and singing. While admittedly all
were happy to return to the comfort and quiet of their
own beds, everyone is looking forward to next
summer's trip to Quest and the opportunity to make
even more lasting memories.

A hearty round of thanks goes out to the entire
community at Second for making this summer's trip to
Quest possible. Thank you again for all of your

help, love, and support. We couldn’t have made it
without you!

Kara Reagan




