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Advent Openings: The Work of Angels 
Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 

“It is our great and blessed fortune that our lives are never left to themselves alone.  We are visited in ways 

 that we can understand and in ways that are beyond our understanding.”  - Howard Thurman 

 

December 12: ñThe Angelôs Disturbing Announcement to Maryò 

 Third Sunday of Advent 

 Text: Luke 1:26f 

 The angelôs announcement to Mary was extraordinary and unbelievable. 

 Advent Candle: Message of Love 

 

December 19: ñA Choir of Angels for the Shepherdsò 

 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 Lessons & Carols presented by our choir & musicians.  

 Text: Luke 2:8f. 

 The shepherds enjoyed a dazzling angelic nighttime visit. 

 There will be a reception honoring Stephen and Jan Jones after the service. 

 

December 24, Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 5:00 pm, ñThe Story of Angelsò 

 

December 26, ñWhat is God Saying to Us Today?ò 

 First Sunday of Christmas 

 Text: Annaôs prophesy, Luke 2:36-38 

 Stephen Jonesô final Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 



People News  
Let us keep in our prayersé  

Lisa Adams, as she completes her radiation treatments.  We give thanks! 

Dan Belik of San Francisco, recuperating from colon cancer surgery. 

Bill and Millie Winter, as Bill continues to struggle with pain and mobility issues. 

Bill Rook, for his recent diagnosis of colon cancer and his surgery on December 6 at Barnes 

Jewish West; his early detection and stage one cancer are good news! 

Gene Barbour, as he is now in Robertsdale Rehab Center and making encouraging improve-

ment in Alabama 

Marilyn Short, who is scheduled to have surgery on December 21 and will be out of worship 

for 2-4 weeks. 

Day Po, who had successful heart treatment at Barnes Jewish to repair a hole in a major     

artery that has been present since birth but was unknown.  All through her life she has         

experienced some dizziness and exhaustion and this procedure should make a lasting         

improvement! 

Carol Novak, who will have her second cornea transplant on December 15. 

Carol Curson, who recently slid and fell on ice outside their home, resulting in stitches and 

sprains. 

Julie Sparks, who is having knee surgery December 16 

 

Let us rejoice withé 

The children and youth who did a beautiful job presenting their Christmas plays!  Thanks to 

all who supported them. 

 

Let us give thanks foré 

Joan Jensen, who coordinated the decorating of our sanctuary for the season. 

Tim Keeney, who recently got our church van serviced and has been managing the steeple 

repair. 

Santaôs helpers, Janelle Jones and friend Valerie Schmitt, who purchased and organized all 

the gifts for children and youth. 

Shari Nelson-Faulkner and the children who sang in the wonderful Christmas Play last       

Sunday night.  



 

Order Christmas Poinsettias Today! 
 We invite you to order a Christmas Poinsettia this Sunday.  The Poinsettias will be in our 

chancel on December 19, 24 and 26, and you are invited to take yours home on December 26 fol-

lowing worship.  Cost is $12 per plant.  Use the Green Sheet to place your order.  You may give 

the poinsettia as a tribute or memorial as you desire.  

 

Annual Christmas Caroling  
Sunday afternoon, December 12 ...  After the Budget Open Forum in Fellowship Hall on Sun-

day afternoon, December 12, we will remain for hot soup and bread, then go Christmas Caroling 

to our confined members.  We invite you to join us for this outing filled with compassion and 

seasonal joy. 

 

Cash Cards Help Our Youth! 
The youth are selling cash cards to various area restaurants and businesses which you can pur-

chase and give as Christmas gifts.  A percentage of the sale helps the youth raise funds for 

their Green Lake trip.  You can purchase a card with the amount of your choice.  

 

Cameron Orchestra Holiday Concert 
 Cameron Youth Orchestra will perform their Holiday Concert in our Sanctuary on Sunday 

evening, December 12 at 6:00 p.m.  The   Orchestra is comprised of African American students 

in middle and high school in the St. Louis area who desire to play classical music.  To encourage 

these young students, we are offering them our sanctuary.  They ask all who attend to pay $10 

at the door to help the Orchestra meet their expenses.  If you can help host the event, speak 

with the pastor.  

 

Christmas Giving Tree 
 The Christmas Giving Tree is in the Narthex with ornaments representing Christmas gift 

requests from children and youth associated with One Hope United, an American Baptist related 

outreach ministry whose offices are on Lindell Avenue in St. Louis.  Please return the gift by 

Sunday, December 19.   

 

December Communion Offering  
 The December Communion Offering goes in support of One Hope United, an American Baptist    

related ministry to families, children and youth.  We gave $445 in support of One Hope United.  



2011 Stewardship Emphasis:  Say YES! To God! 

To date, we have pledged, $184,621 

If you havenôt yet returned your 2011 Pledge Card, we invite you to 

do so.  You may place it in Sundayôs offering plate, or mail it to the 

church office, or hand it directly to Jim Shepardson, our financial 

secretary.    Follow-up phone calls will be made next week.  

 

Search Committee At Work 

The Search Committee met with Muriel Johnson, Great Rivers Region Area Minister, last        

Sunday.  She had a lot to tell us about how we should go about the search process, and she will be 

helping us along the way. 

Our priority now is to find an interim minister.  Weôre making progress 

on that and will let you know when a decision is made. 

 

Search Committee members are Fran Adams, Bill Curson, Bill Gurley, 

Tim Keeney, Linda Novak (Secretary), Paula Rardin, Kennedy San, and 

Co-Chairs Randy Sumner and Mary Shepardson.  Fred Adams, Rick 

Hoyt, and Larry Marks are ex officio members and meet with us as 

needed.  We welcome your comments and suggestions. 

 

The Book Group will meet in the Community Room at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 14, to discuss To Kill 

a Mockingbird,  by Harper Lee.  Phyllis Westin will lead the discussion of this novel, which has become 

a classic of modern American literature and is  still popular 50 years after being published and awarded 

the Pulitzer Prize.       

 

Distribution of our churchôs newsletter, The New Outlook. 

Articles and photoôs for the newsletter will be due on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month 

and be available for distribution on the following Sunday mornings.  Next Due Date: December 20 

(Monday, due to Christmas week).  This next issue will be mailed to your home. 

 

December 
 17 Rick Rardin  
 17 Mildred Shelton  
 18 Janelle Jones 
 20 Helen Webb 
 20 Jennifer Comfort  
 21 Mitchell Bancks  
 24  Angela Gilliard  
 28 Caroline Adams 
 30 Milla Munsch  



New Church Color Brochure 

We have a new full-color church brochure that was provided to our church free from Olan Mills Studios 

because of the number of people who participated in receiving the church directory.  Please look it over in 

the Narthex, or share it with someone who might be interested in our church.  We have made all the last-

minute changes and corrections, and the upcoming church directory is now being printed. We hope to  

receive the new directory later this month.   

 

Dear Friends at Second Baptist Church, 
 Thank you for all that you've done for the Brooks/Fields families during our time of sorrow fol-
lowing little Sarah's passing.   You've reached out to us in so many ways including loving cards, calls, 
meals, and  prayers. Your support has helped sustain us during this difficult time, and we sincerely 

thank you.          In Christ,  Karen Fields  

A Wonderful Team of Teachers: 
 

Nursery ɀ Feng Mei Guo ɀ Room 1 

Toddler/Preschool, Karen Speaking Class ɀ Marian San   Room 2 

Toddler/Preschool, English Speaking Class ɀ Audrey Munsch   Room 3 

Junior Class ɀ Dotty Daily   Room 4 

Middle School Class ɀ Shari Nelson Faulkner   Office classroom 

Senior High Class ɀ Melanie Keeney and Melissa Bancks    Senior Hi Room 

Young Adult Class ɀ Jan Jones and Linda Novak,  Young Adult room 

Living Faith Class ɀ  &ÒÅÄ !ÄÁÍÓȟ Ȱ*ÅÓÕÓ 4ÏÄÁÙȡ ! 3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ 2ÁÄÉÃÁÌ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍȱ   Community Room North 

Bible Study Class, English Speaking ɀ Bill Gurley, The Gospel of Luke   Community Room South 

Bible Study Class, Karen Speaking ɀ Carey San    Library 

Second Baptist Choir  

Have you considered becoming a new member of our choir?  
 

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals:  

Thursday, December 16 - rehearse from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  

 

The Lessons and Carols service will be Sunday, December 19.   

We will also sing at the Christmas Eve service. 

 After the Lessons and Carols service, we'll have no more weeknight rehearsals again until *Thursday, January 
6, when we'll resume our 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. * schedule.  After the Lessons and Carols service, the choir will 
have no Sunday morning practice or performance again until *Sunday, January 9, when we will resume our 

usual 8:45 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. *  rehearsal schedule and also resume      singing during the service.  

Please speak to Brad Short for more information .  

 

 

 

 



Pastorõs Page 
Anticipating the Prince of Peaceé 
 

 According to the United States Constitution, it is the responsibility of the     

Senate to ratify treaties.  In this Advent season, when peace is utmost in our hopes, the 

Senate faces a vote on a new START treaty intended to reduce the nuclear arms       

arsenals of the United States and Russia. 
 

 The following Presidents have negotiated similar treaties: 

 Richard Nixon ï SALT 1 

 Ronald Reagan ï START 1 and INF 

 George H.W. Bush ï START II 

 George W. Bush ï Moscow Treaty (SORT) 
 

 Now President Obama has negotiated a new START treaty because the START 1 treaty expired almost 

one year ago.  As the previous five Republican Secretaries of State recently wrote, ñThe world is safer today    

because of the decades-long effort to reduce its supply of nuclear weapons.ò   The past seven commanders of our 

nuclear force have all testified that the 1,550 warheads allowed under this treaty are sufficient for all their       

missions and obligations.  The leaders at the Pentagon support the new START treaty and state that it is essential 

for our national defense.   One reason for this is that the treaty allows both sides to engage in on-site inspections 

of the othersô nuclear arsenals, deepening trust between the two nuclear superpowers.  Such inspections have 

ceased since the START 1 treaty expired.  The new treaty imposes equal limits on both nations. 
 

 Unfortunately, in todayôs poisonous partisan climate, the new START treaty is in trouble in the Senate.  

Our own Senator Kit Bond is opposed to it.   I have written Senator Bond and have urged him, in his final days in 

the Senate, to rise above his concerns and support the new treaty.  No treaty is perfect and no treaty will address 

everyoneôs individual issues.  We cannot have a treaty tailored to the interests of 100 different Senators.  In this 

case, we must compromise in order for the right to prevail.  I believe this is the Kairos Moment for this step to-

ward peace. 
 

 One of the important improvements in world security is the relationship between Russia and the USA.  In 

recent years, this relationship has become more mutually supportive, certainly a turn-around from the Cold War 

era.  We cannot hope to contain Iran and North Korea without Russiaôs help and one of the biggest threats to 

global security is Russiaôs ability to secure so-called ñloose nukesò in its arsenal. We likely cannot succeed in 

Afghanistan without cooperation from the Russian Federation. If the Senate fails to ratify the treaty, much of the 

progress in our relationship with Russia will be threatened.   Worse, failure to ratify the treaty could lead to a   

renewed arms race. 
 

 For the sake of our children and our childrenôs children, I dream of a nuclear-free world.  One wonders 

whether that Genie can ever be put back into the bottle.  Certainly, our ability to contain the spread of nuclear 

weapons to rogue nations or terrorist groups has little credibility if we ourselves are not containing our own     

nuclear weapons.  Rather than unilaterally dis-arming, the more responsible way of turning the world away from 

nuclear weaponry is to take the next step in reducing our arsenal with the Russians. 
 

 As I anticipate the birth yet again of the Prince of Peace into our world, that is my heart-felt prayer. 

          -Stephen Jones 
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The New Outlook is published the second 
and fourth week of every month, except 

monthly during Summer months.  

 

Listen to and Read our  

Second Baptist Sermons:  

www.2ndbc.org Go to the Worship title at the 
top of the home page, click on Sermons to 

read or listen to our recent sermons.  


